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ii in ſhorty therefore it came into my Mind to end IH 1 
large upon it in a ſmall Book; wherein they m: 15 
receive full Satis faction abut it. Aud this 'T Fa 
| Pave done, not from the Opinions of others, 4 3 
1 the ut ang written Word of Gov, 'T bis: 
IJ Sin can be committed but by few ; and yer Foes 


ame ſteals intaig Hearts of them, that cum ” 
Gerrit not. But the L. OD 4 
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Jof. bis Mercy, keep a all, both from that Singh 3 
roi 1 from the Reign and Dominion of. every, 
oY Which e we wu 40, is 


the: ee, 2 | 


3 4 p * 5 
a : 4 bas , - - 7 4 of * 
0 4 2 : fn 4 v % jon Ts „ 
U * * wy 4* N 
8 


Your Friend, | 


r 


is A Taser of th fork 10 TH * fs 


k 


„ 7 Fete" is a „r ho Death; 1 Jobo v. park 97 
of Verſe 36. 1 
* To without. ceaſing, 1 Theſſ. v. (FE 
3 Behold nom is the Accepted Time behold © 
B "mow is Me Day of Fee 2 Cor. vi. par ta 
B of Verſe 2. 4 1 
4 e, the Angel which 7 2 7 bon he | 
| "Earth, and upon the Sea, lift up his Hand to- 
* 8 meat Heaven : And [wear by. him that li- 
* » deth for ever and ever, &c. That there bes 
bie Time no longer, Rer. x. V eg and 
part of Verſe 6. 
E Bat as for me and ny E we wil ſerve the |, 4 
* Lord, Joh. xxiv. part of Verſe 15. 
BY 'Gocd Ma ter, what ſhall 1 doto inherit Eten 
* Life? Matth. xix. 6. . 
; 3 Mares nt at this, the Hour ts coming, where 
v; in all that arg in the Graves ſhall hear his 
Voice, and ſhall come forth; they that have 
done Good, unto the Reſurrection of Life, and 
they that have done Evil, unto the 2 3 
> e of Damnation, Joby Kreil. 7 
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— His Sin which st. Ju, alt nes 


* the Sin unto Deaths the Unpar- 1 
þ donable Sin againſt "the" Poke. I 
ig | "9, deſcribed by.our bleſſed. 


- Saviour, Matth. 12. 31. that whoſcever 
onmits it, hath no Forgiveneſs, neither 
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( EF" this World; nor in the World to come; 
1 1 por, All manner of Sin and e ſhall. be” 
is forgiven unto Man; but the Blaſphemy. 2 
ve the Holy Gh | ſhall not be forg ven unto. Men F: 6. 
2 414 be that ſpeaketh aWord againſt the Son, it. 

ſhall be for given him; but whoſoever Pealbeth a=. 
ant 8 Haly bolt, Hall never be ae £20 
BY 1 neither in this M orld nor in the World to t 45 F 
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Of tt tie ; Hnparvonable A Sin 


Þ that Sig which St. John calls here, The Sou = © 
© anto. Death : Not becauſe that Sin deſerves 

Death alone, for ſo does all Sin deſerve | | 

= Death both Temporgg ard Eternal; for 

| 4 the Wages of Sin (even all) s: Death, Rom. 6: Wit 
= But this Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; is cal- AF 1 
ted, The Sin unto Death; "pelauſe it binds a | t 
lan over to Eternal Death, without any. 0 

 poſlidili ty of recovery. Now ſome. Ie ( 
are, that go from one degree of Sin to 1 
azotler. they heighten and aggravate their f 
a 
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"Sins more and more. until they are brought 

deter Height at laſt, as to commit that 

Sin, for which there is no Forgivegefſs. 
There is no meer Man ſince the Fall, 

hat can live without Sin, for all are Sin⸗ 2 

% ners; hot yet there are Degrees of Sin; 1 
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bee Sins in their own Nature. are ſmall, \ 
others are more great and hainous. Ne : 

EF Sins there are that are great, yet pardon-- . 
4 able; and one Sin there is unpardonaple; T 
| and whoſoever: commits that one Sin, mall“ 5 

” have. no Forgiveneſs, but muſt for ever | K 
bear the Weight and Puniſhment; both of | V 


that, and of all his other Sins. There is vi 
fſuch a Sin as St. John ſpeaks of here in my de 
est; that is, 2 Sin unto Death. And no- + 


4 8 2 come to the Explication of the ords ; „ 
from hence 1 9 raiſe this Wh 70 of D6- 5 * 
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yet not be capable of committing this un- 1 
pardonable Sin: But we muſt be ſo fat en- 
lightned, as to ſee the Evil that is in Sin, 

and the Excelle:cy. of Chriſt; he ma 1 
taſte of the Heavenly Gift, and be made 
Par taker of the Holy Ghoſt, and taſte of 
the good Word of God, and the powers « 
of the World to come, "and by the Blood 
of the Covenant, which he counts as an 4 
unholy Thing, he is in part ſanctified and 
cleanſed from many Sins; he muſt have 
ſweet Communion with God in his Word 
and Sacraments; he muſt have ſome Taſte 
of the Love and Favour of God, and Com- 
forts of his Spirit, and be. refreſhed by it, = 
and taſte of the Joys of Heaven, and have 4 
ſome Forc-tafte of the Happineſs of the ? 
World to come. 4 = Y 

This is that Light and Knowledge that 

lays a Man open to the committing of es 
b. unpardona'le Sin: But yet a Man may fin 
WP paint all this Light ard 04 6s FN 


| Knowledge, and yet do it through the 
Weakneſs of the Fleſn, or through ſome: - 4 
violent Temptation, as ; Peter did when ne 8 
7 denied Chriſt: Therefore tan 
j 4. He muſt oppoſe. the knows Truth 7 
3 wiltolly; he muſt wilfully fal away, after' -. 2 
- | he hath received the Knowledge of the 
ol 12 55 ee Sins are Fe tene , N 
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Infirmity, but this Sin is wilfal : the Will _ -| 
| And, to compleat 
and make up this unpardonable Sin, there 
J. Malice in the Heart; without this, 
this Sin cannot be committed; it muſt be 
2 malicious oppoſing of the known Truth; 
that is when a Man being once enlight- 
ned, and taſted of the heavenly Gift, and 
the good Word of God, and hath been 
made a Partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
bath had ſome ſweet Reliſh and Fore-taſte 
of Heaven, he comes at laſt to take a Diſ- 
like, and to hate the holy Ways of God, 
and malicioufly oppoſe and perſecute them, 
and to die in deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, 
cCrucifying afreſh the Son of God, and put- 
ting him to an open ae. 
Now a Man having gone thus far, he 
eomes in the laſt place to be an Apoſtate: 
For thus to oppoſe wilfully and malicioufly F 
the known Truth, is always joyned with © 
final and total Apoſtacy, for he that is ſo 
far enlightned, as to ſee the Exil of Sin, 
and the Excellency of Chriſt and Holineſs, 
and been made a Partaker of the Holy: - 
| Ghoſt, of his Graces and Comforts, apd 


ſus Chriſt, and has ſome Fore-ſtate ot the 
joys of the World to come: Now for 


1 
7 
fe 
12 
5 


4 


4 
> 
— 


1 
, 7 
"+ 
* 
o 
- 


ſuch a a one wilfully, ſpitefully, and Waal Mi 
ciouſly to fall away, he ſo falls, as never 
to riſè more. It is true, the Children of 


= gain; but then they fall through Weak- 7} 


been better for them not to have known The Way bY 


if we ſin wilf uly, after we have "rtrejved: OE , 
Sarrifee, for Sin, Hut 4 fearful Looking for TY 


siven you five Steps, as ſo many Links in 
a Chain, afl which makes up the N 1 
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God fall, and that often, and yet riſe. a- I 


neſs or Infirmity, and not wilfully and ma- 
liciouſly ; but theſe wicked Wretches fall 
wilfully and maliciouſly, and ſo fall final. 
Againſt ſuch the Door of Mercy. is ever 
ſhut: Concerning ſuch St. Peter faith, Ithad Þ 


of Righteouſneſs, than after they have known, 
to turn from the holy Commandments deliver C 
unto them. But it happened unto them ac- "Bi 
cording to the true Proverb, 'The- "Dog 4 4s 4 
turned to bis Vomit. again Pn TY Sow tha. 
was waſhed to ber wallowing in the Art, 2 Pet. 
2. 21,22, There is ſuch another dread. 
ful Place of Scripture againſt theſe kind - 
of Apoſtates ; that is, Hebt. 26. For 


B's 7 . 


Knowledge of the Truth, there remainerh no lhre 
Judgment and fiery Indignation. Thus I have 
donable Sin againſt the Holy Shoſt. 


a wilful and malicious Oppoſing ,# I 
known Truth, joyned h pa CHoſts- 7 
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1 can, what this din unto Leath! is. Now 
* to proceed: 
Sieconaly, The next thing to be conſider- 
5 ed, is, That all other Sins or Blaſphemies 
* - whatſoever may. be forgiven, be our Sins 
never ſo great and many, tho” we be the 
Vvileſt Wretches that ever liv'd, yet there 
is hopes of Pardon upon Repentance. Ma- 
© paſſes was the vileſt Sinner that ever we 
read of, yet he repented and was pardon- 
ed: Allo May Magdalen was the Chief 
df Sinners, for out of her came ſeven De- 
1 3.2008, yet becauſe ſhe loved much, much 
Was forgiven her. A Man way bea Whore- 
- Monger, an Adulterer, and work Witch- 
Craft, and deal with Familiar Spirits, 
1 Hh at laſt he may repeat and be ſa- 
ved. And yet I have heard talk of ſome 
that are ſo fooliſh, as to take the Sin of 
Fornication, to be a Sin unpardonable ; 5 
for from God's own Words in the fourtn 
Commandment, J the Lord thy God am a 
a God, viſiting the Sins of the- Fathers 
uno the third and fourth Generation: From 
- whence they. ſay, That Children that are I | 
© baſe-born, are not ſaved, unto the third, 
and fourth Generation, But this is a moſt 
. * eneous Interpretation of God's Word; 
* of bm, an hate him, and continne ba- 
s of 050 Nr be 7255 Naſt + thats Su 
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quities upon: For Fornicators and Adul- 1 


- Chriſt with his own Month tells the Scribes 1 
and Phariſees, Matth. 21. 14. that the Pub=- | 


dom of God before them; for there is no 9 


as the Merits of Chriſt are infinite, 


| Sin cannot be forgiven ?. 


fourth Thing conſiderable : do but mind 
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terers themſelves may repent and be ſa- 
ved, much more the Children Who knew Þ 
nothing, nor could help nothing: For 


licans and Har lots ſhall enter into the King- : I | 


Sin but is pardonable, except the Sin a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt. But, 9 

Thirdly, The Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt = 
is alone the Sin unto Death; that is, a Sin Wl 
unpardonable, never to be forgiven, nei- 
ther in this World, nor in the World to 
come: Not becgyſe the Merits of Chriſt is 
not ſufficient to pardon it: for this Sin, as 
well as all other Sins,are but finite, where- " 


Object. Bur what ic rhe Reaſon then th this 
Anſw. This Queſtion brings me to the ö 


me a little, and I will, as plain and as clear 
as I can, tell you what the Reaſon is. 
Tze Reaſon ariſes from the Nature f 
this Sin; for this Sin, by whomfoever it 
is committed, hardens the Heart, and 
ſears the Conlcience, ſo that therg . 
place for Repentance to be wroag| 
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not becauſe it is a Sin againſt' the Perſon of 
the Holy Ghoſt, for ſo is all Sin againſt his 


Pp and Work of the Holy Ghoſt. No every 
one of the Three Perſons have their parti- 
4 I cular Work: The Work of the Father is 
to create; the Work of the Son is to re- 
deem loſt Sinners; and the Work of the 
1 Ghoſt is to enlighten, convince, ſan- 
- Qtifie and convert them. Now a Man com- 
ne this unpardonable Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, rejects all this Work of the Spi- 
it. Now for a Man tg be broughly en- 
be. by the Holy G Halt, that he comes 
"to know the Evil of Sin, and of his loſt and 
' undone Condition without Chriſt, and that 
none but the Merits of Chriſt can ſave him; . 


oppoſe him, 
and will not be 


F L . utterly impoſſible.  -_. 
| : Object. But why ns it impoſtble? Nothing i is 
. with God. 
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25. St the Unpardonabie ” 55 A . 4 
* is s called the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, | 


Per ſon, but it is called the Sin againſt the | 
Holy Gboſt, becauſe it is againſt the Office 


then for him, wilfully and maliciouſly, to 
ic the Work of his Spirit, 
holding to him for Salva- 
tion, now for ſach a one to be forgiven, 1. 


Anw. Nothing i is impoſſible with God 

hat does not imply a ContradiRion 4-.but | 
for Jod to forgive the Sin committed; a- 
* e ny 1 Aa; ns a _- 2 
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Aion : For how can he have Pardba N * "If 
him, that utterly rejects. it po AS for ins - "= 
ſtance: +! 
A Man, through Ebern 912% deny 1 
Chriſt, and malicionfly fail from the Pro-7 
feſſion of the Truth, into all: kind of Wiek 7 


edneſs, as did St. Paul, and the jews that 


crucified Chriſt; and yet, not falimg' a4 
gainſt Light and Knowledge, there is vt . i 
for the Holy Ghoſt to work upon him te 

enlighten him, and to onride of bis 1 
Folly, and ſo makes a way for Conver» 3 


ſion. And beſides, a Man, after he hath - 4 


been enlightned, and pet falls back thre”. 
Infirmity, and the Weakneſs of tlie Fe 
as Peter did, and doth not fall wilfdlly ai | 
maliciouſly , then the Holy "Ghoſt. maß 
work upon him and rene w him again; and oY 
work in him a deep Sorrow, for aboſi s - 


ſo much Love and Mercy, and fo carry on 
his good Work unto Salvation; But for 


a Mati when he is once enlightned by by. — I 
Holy: Ghoſt,” and has had fome Lade f i 
God's Love and, Favour, and Home kore- 
taſte of the Joys of Heaven © and ten, 

at laſt utterly. oppoſing this 1 „ * 
Work of the Spirit, and wilfullß and ma- 
licionfly to fall away, and ſo to reject the 5 A 
Spirit's reneving Work: Alas! chew the 
9 Ghoſt 145 2 be has Bn H l 6 
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Fe = he can work in him; for this wretch- 
AW. Creature has utterly rejected him; his 
| Enlightning Work, his Convincing Work, 
his Sanctifying Wor k, he has atter]y reject- 
Bo ed Chriſt's Pardon, Heaven and all. Now 
this poor Wretch is paſt all Ropes of Mer- 
cy, all Hopes of Pardon; nay, for ſuch a 
one we are forbidden to pray; as you ſee 
in the Verſe whereof my Text is a part. 
Now Chriſt prayed for them that malici- 
ouſly crucified him, Luke 23. 34. Saying, 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
ey do. Alas! they knew not what they 
were dcing; for had they known it, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of Glo- 
- IF, 1 Cor. 2. 8. But if they had known, 
and yet crucified him, Chriſt would not 
. have ſpent his Breath to pray for them 
for jt ould have been utterly in vain: q 
| For when a Man has committed this unpar- I h 
daonable Sin, neither the Prayers in Hea- 
ven nor Earth can do him any good : It. 
for as the Text faith, There 3s 4 Sin unto 
Death. | 
I ſhall conc clude all with a few Words of N 
Application; and I will be as ſhort as poſ- ] 
_ ſible, becauſe this Diſcourſe will be too h. 
Hg: for ſo ſmall a Book. Here is, 9 
Fir H, A Word of Comfort. 5 
Sache A Word of Counſel. 
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70 
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Fig A Word of Comfort: Ir may —{ 
with Hearing and Reading of this terrible 
Diſcourſe, your Hearts begin to ake with 
Fear,that you may have committed this un- 
pardonable Sin: But I think I have ſuffi- 
ciently proved to yon, what it is; and [ 
tell you again, that there are but few that 
can commit it; nay, there are Millions 
that are tormented in Hell, yet never 
committed this Sin; nay farther, an igno- 
rant Proteſtant, may thro? Weakneſs, and - 
out of a ſlaviſh Fear, turn Papiſt, and re- 
nounce his Profeſſion, and yet not com- 
mit this unpardonable Sin againſt the Holy _ 
Ghoſt : For doing it out of Ignorance and 
»  lofirmity , there may be Matter left for 
Ti the Holy Ghoſt to work upon, whereby 

5 


he may yet be converted and ſaved. Con- 


* 
Pg 


: ſider this alſo, if you are afraid that yon | 


r- have committed it, and wiſh that you had 
not committed it, if it were to do again, 
then that is a true Sign that you have not 
committed it. 


of Secondly, I muſt conclude alſo with A 


Word of Councel: 
1. Watch very diligently 8 all Sia 


Sins that come near to the Sin againſt 

I the Holy Ghoſt; and they are theſe, Hy- 

f chi taking only the outward Profeſ- 
* | 


but above all, take ſpecial Heed of thoſe” 5 | 
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24 Ok the Unpardonable Sin 7 
ſion of Religion, and ſo diſſembling and 


mocking of Gad ; ſinning wilfully againſt 


Conviction of Conſcience, and againſt - 
great Ligbt᷑ and Knowledge; ſinning pre- 
Wt ſumptuouſly, and with an high Hand: 


Theſe Sins, tho' none of them are the di- 
rect Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, yet they 


wiil come very near to it; therefore take 


eſpecial heed of them, leſt they, in time, 


I ſhould br! ing you to the committing of that +] 


unpardonable Sin, And, 


11. Labour to be ſincere in Religion, 
and by a true Faith ingraft your Clem 
 1ato Chriſt; for they that be with Chriſt, 
can never commit this unpardonable Sin: 


For know this, that amongſt all the Sins 


committed by fall'n Mankind, there. is one 
Fin, that i a Sin unto. Death; "which is the 
855 unpardonable Sin againſt the Hely Ghoſt; 
nich whoſoever commits it, hath no For- 


giveneſs, neither in this World, or in the 


World to come. 
C ank der what has Ts," 41d the Lord 


give Jon Vnderſtanding. 
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Invitation to the Throne of GR AC E. 


find it is a Duty moſt ſadly neglected, not 
amongſt rhe Beſt: The prophane ſort f 


THE 
Saint's Duty and Exerciſe : 
: Or, An Earneſt 


The Firſt Parr. 


I Theſl. v. 17. Pray without ceaſin g. 


JO the Glory of God and the Good 
of Souls, there is no Subject more 
neceſſary for me to write upon ⁵ñ 
than to ſtir up People to the Duty of Pray- 
er, both in their Families and Secret !ù. | 


only amongſt the moſt Prophane, but even 


People indeed they ſeldom or never-pray - * 
in their families, therefore it is to be fear 
ed much leſs do they pray in Secret: But 
| have been amongſt ſuch as ſeem to be 
the beſt of People, that are juſt and righ- 
teous in their Dealings tovrds others, that 
love the Company of God's People, that 
delight to hear the beſt Preachers, and jbyu 
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26 Che Saint's Exerciſe. 
Vith the beſt Aſſemblies, and are very kind. 
and courteous towards others, and yet they 
neglect Prayers in their Families. Some of 


them I know do pray in their Families on 


1 © Evenings before they go to Bed. But as for 


Morning and Evening, they are ſo few, that 


of them: This is a Caſe very much to be 
bewail'd and lamented: Nay,in this one Du- 
ty have juſt cauſe to condemn myſelf, for 
lmay write it with Shame enough, that this 
PDuty of Prayer has been too much neglected 
by me as well as by others; nay to this Day 
I find ſo much Averſeneſs and Backward- 
& neſs to this Duty, ſo much Sloathfulnels, 
Deadneſs, Dulneſs of Spirit, and ſometimes 


| one Luſt or one Vanity or other ſteals into 


my Heart, which makes me think my ſelf 


Tf 


to be unkfit for this Duty of Prayer, and I 
find it ſometimes very hard to paſs over 
an the Difficulties, and perform the Duty 
of Prayer aright. This makes me the more 
to pity others, looking upon them to be 
in the ſame Condition with myſelf, But 
ii conſider, Friends, this is the Work of the 


Devil, who does what he can either to 


keep us from Prayer, or elſc to diſturb us 
in Prayer. So it was with the . 
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= thoſe that makes Conſcience of performing 
| the Duty of Prayer in their Families, both 


there are but here and there one to be found 
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The Saint's Exerciſe. 27 
of God, Job 1. The Sons of God there 
came and orefented themſelves unto the 
Lord: But what todo? Ianſwer, It was to 
Pray and make Supplication unto the Lord. _ 
Then it is ſaid, that Satan came among 
them: But what did he come among them + 
WM for? 1 anſwer, It wos, if he could, either 
to keep them from their Duty, or elſe to 
WM citury them in their Duty, by filling them 
Wich wandring and diſtracted Thoughts, 
KW thereby to cauſe 'em to loſe the Benefit of Il 
te Duty. Alas! Friends, faithful Prayer 
is that which the Devil caunot endure;- vo 
| for there is no Weapon more powerful for 
the weakning of Satan's Kingdom, and 
I ſetting up the Kingdom of Chriſt in the 1 
Souls of Sinners than Prayer is. 14 
The Devil is content that we ſhould read 
and come to Church, and hear Sermons, 
vithout much diſturbance, becauſe he things : 
he may cafily. keep us from Profitin - 
the Word; but he labours with all his 1 
Might to keep us from Prayer and Medi- 
tation, becauſe he knows that theſe Duties 
weaken his Kingdom. But, my Friends, let 
nat you and l any longer yield to Satan' K 
Temptations; but reſiſt him, and ſtir up out 
ſeltes to take hold on God; and cal . 5 5 
his Name: hy conſtaat fer rent Prayer. jd 
Shodan, if the 8 of the Sou 1 
25 5 | mes 
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domites grieved and vexed the Soul of 
righteous Lot, it would grieve him much 
more if he were now amongſt us in this 
degenerate Age, and ſaw how Wickedneſs, 
aboundsin the World: How God is by one 
Judgment or another frowring upon us for 
our ungodly Doings; how that tbe end of | 
all tEings is near at hand, and yet how ma- 
ny prayerleis Perſons and Families there 
are amonęſt us; how Multitudes of People 
can rie in the Mor nir g ard go about their 
"Concerns in the World, and then to Bed 
again at Night, and never regard to pray 
in their Families, but live as if they had 
not a God to ſeek, as if they had not an 
everlaſting State to prepare for; how good 
Fr religious ſoever they ſeem to be, yet 
their neglect of Prayer ſhews them to be 
Jet in their Sins; and therefore in a moſt 
„ miſcrable State and Condition. Friends, 
let me deſire you to conſider with me theſe 
> aw thags: 06; 5.40) e 
round, Conſider that your neglect of 
prayer, is a Sign that you are none of God's 
Chilaren, but youare yet in your unrege- 
| nerate and unconverted State and Con- 
dition; and it were better that you had 
never been born, than that you ſhold die 
: in ſuch a Condition. O conſider, that your 
Breath is in the Hands of God, and he 
. "OR. Rr = . may 
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may ſtop it whenſoever he pleaſeth, uu 
cannot aſſure yourſelves of a Day or an 
Hour to live: And is it not then a dange- 
rous thing to live in the neglect of Prayer? 
O Friends! how dare you to go forth-ia 
| the Morning without Prayer, leſt Death 
ſhould meet you before Night and caſt v 
into Bell? Or how dare you lie don 


0 at Night in your Beds, before you have J 
1 been at the Throne of Grace, and pleaded 


by there with the Eord by Prayer, for Grace, 
4 Pardon and Mercy, leſt you ſhould awake 
before Morning in the Flames of Hell? O 

4 do but conſider now and then upon this, 
rn hew exceeding dangerous it is to live in 
4 the Neglect of Prayer. But if:you- ave. 3 
. the Spirit of Prayer, if you. give your 

ſelves up to conſtant ferveat Prayer, this 


2 is a Sign of your New Birth; and, When- 
ſoever Death comes, you are ſafe. You | 
0 know that a Child as ſoon as it is born 
I cries; ſo a Sinner, as ſoon as it is born 
of I ain, falls a crying unto God; as it wa- 
' © faid of Paul, as ſoon as he was born again, 


0 Behold he prayeth, Acts 6. 11. It is the Spiri I | 
of Adoption that makes us cry, Abba, Fa- 


1 
d ther, Row, 1. 5 
ie Secondly, Conſider the End why God re- 
5 quires Prayer, and let that encourage Yeu , 
je do the Duty; God does not require Prayer 
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that he may receive from us, for he is in- 

{ finitely and perfectly happy without us, 
and therefore needs not our Performances. 

But God being willing to beſtow thoſe good 
Ihings we need, and to communicate that 

Grace and Mercy, without which we are 

miſerable for ever; therefore it pleaſeth 

God, out of his infinite Goodneſs, to re- 
© quire-Prayer, to make us fit for the Mercy 
which he knows we want; therefore the 
Lord commands us to Pray always, Luke 
1 12. 36. Pray always, that you may be accbunt- 
ed worthy to eſcape all theſe things, and to ſtand 
47s before the Son of Man, So 1 Tim. J. 8. Fray 
= every-where, lifting up holy Hands. So Rom. 
12. 22. Continue inſtant in Prayer, So Phil. 
172 12 4. 6. In every thing by Prayer and Supplication 
nale your RequeFt known to God. And allo 
j  *- Herein the Text, Pray without ceaſing. 
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j Tuhirdiy, Conſider whilſt you are Stran- 
| | gers to Prayer, you are Slaves to the Devil, 
and he is doing what he can to work about 
Pour utter Ruine and Deſtruction: The 
Devil is ſaid in Scripture to fill the Hearts 
(of the Ungodly, to keep poſſeſſion of them, 
and to work in the Children of Diiobe- 
diauience. And truly the Devil finds abun- 
dance of Prey, for moſt watch not at all, 
pray not at all againſt him; And theſe 
dat pray not, are led captive by "_— 
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your of Life unto Life: But where Prayer I 
is wanting, there ordinarily the Word 
hardens and becomes a Savour of Death #4 
unto Death. In a Word, as common Mer- :'} 

cies are made a Curſe unto prayerleſs Per- 
ſons, ſo if they continue in the Neglect of 
Prayer, they muſt certainly miſs of thoſe = 
eſpecial ſaving Mercies revealed in the 
| Goſpel, as, Pardon of Sin, Juſtification by 
Chriſt, Adoption, Sanctification by the 
Spirit, Deliverance from Hell, Eternal 
Happineſs in the Life to come; and Gd 
| hath determined and declared in his Word 
that thoſe that will have theſe things, muſt 2 
ſeek them: But if they ſeek them not bx 
| earneſt fervent Prayer, it is a Sign they un- 
derſtand not the Worth of them, nor yet 
their own great Need of them, and theie- 

fore muſt certainly and juſtly go without _. 
them. God is not ſo prodigal of his Mers 
cies and Favours as to fling them away 
upon thoſe Perſons, that do not think 
them worth the praying for. Theſe Con- 
ſiderations I have given you as an Intro- } 
duction to the Matter enſuing, that you 
may be the more ſtirred up to mind what 
1 have more to write: And if you have 
hitherto neglected Prayer, taat you would 

now in good earneſt ſet about it. O you 
that are ſtrangers to Prayer, conſider that 
| SER e | | - YOU. :þ 
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you are all this while in a moſt woful and 
EK miſerable Condition; for you are in your 
“Sins, Slaves to the Devil, meer Strangers 
to God, and under his Wrath and Curſe; 
= and if you ſhould die in this Condition, 
you are undone for ever. And will you 
not ſeek unto the Lord, by earneſt fervent 
Prayer, that you may be celiver'd out of 
this Condition ? 
ih You want a Pardon, you want Chriſt 
and Grace, and you are undone if you have 
= not theſe Soul-bleſſings, and you will not 
plz the Throne of Grace for the obtaining 
of them: Friends, if you did but ſeriouſly. 
"conſider your Straits and your Wants, you 
&. would find it neceſſary to obey the Words 
of the Apoſtle here in the Text, to Pray 
without ceaſing. Now the Point of Doctrine 
uy which hal raiſe from theſe Words, is this, 
mf That it is both the Duty and Wok of e- 
very true Chriſtian, to Pray without ceaſing, 
El Now, in my further handling of this Point 
cConcerning Prayer, 1 ſhall endeavour, 
Fir, To ſnhew what Prayer is. Secondly, 
my What it is to Pray continually. Third ly, 
To ſhew ſome Reaſons why we ought to 
pray without ceaſing. And, Laſtly, to make 
Application. _ 
Fir, What Prayer is: In ſhort Prayer 
is s an earneſt —— Offering up our De- 
* | - ures 
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| fires to God by Faith, in the Name of je- J 
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—_ 


ſus Chriſt, for thoſe good things that are 
agreeable to God's Will, and our own Ne- 
ceſſity: Now there muſt concur theie two 
things to make up the Duty of Prayer; ut, 
An earneſt and fervent Deſiie, a longing 
Deſire after thoſe Graces and Bleſſings we 
come to God for; for there are ſome that 
come frequently to the Throne of Grace, 
and offer a Form of Words in a praying 


Way; 1 ſay, a Form of Words, either . 


compoſed ready to their Hand, or effe of” 


their own compoſing : And ſo they come 


to God with an Expreſſion of Words withe + 
out any hearty Deſire after thoſe Graces 


and Merctes they ſeem to pray for; but 
their Deſires run out after other things, 


after their Luſt, their Covetouſneſs, and 
after the Things of this World; and yet 
they will ſeem to Pray mightily againſt Sin 
and Fleſhly Luſts, which they have no de- 


ſire to be rid of; and for the obtaining f 
thoſe Graces and Spiritual Mercies, which 


they are not ſenſible of their want of, nor 
have any deſire to attain, But yet they 
will often make uſe of Prayer, either as 4 


4 


Veil to hide and cover their Wickedneſs, 
and to ſhew themſelves to the World to 

be Religious, or elſe as a Device to quiet 
their Conſciences in à Courſe of Sin; * 1 
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Inſtead of For ſaking of Sin; and Praying, 


* ing of God; yea, it is Lying unto God: 


= pray, but inſtead of praying, they tell 


2 deſire to know God, to love and obey 
God, to be holy and heavenly, when in- 
| _ deed they have no heart, no deſire to any 
| Fuch thing. Of this ſort were the Scribes 
and Phariſees, as Chriſt complains againſt 
them, Matth. 15. 7, 8. Ie Hypocrites, well 
might Eſaias propheſie of you, ſaying, This 
People draweth nigh to me with their Mouth, 


-Hearts are far from me. Yea there is a fad 
_ Woe pronounced againſt ſuch, Matth. 2. 
3, 4. Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſtes, Hy- 
paoocrites, for you devour Widows Houſes, and for 
Pretence make long Prayers; therefore you ſhall 


Prayer, which is a hearty and fervent De- 
. fire after thoſe Graces and good Things 


— — 2 


ſo they make Confeſſion of Sin, to ſerve 


inſtead of Repenting. Now ſuch a kind of 
Prayer is abominable to the Lord; yea, 
this kind of Praying, is indeed no Praying, 
but only Babling, Diſſembling and Mock- 


Ephraim, ſaith God, compaſſeth me about with. 
Lies, Aol. 12.5, 12. Hypocrites do not. 


Lies unto God; they make as if they had 


and honoureth me with their Lips, but their 


receive the greater Damnation. This is the 
firſt Concurrence to make up the Duty of 


We pretend to pray for, without which 
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dur Praying is no Praying, but Babling and 

ocking of God. 2dly, The other Con- 
turrence-to make up the Duty of Prayer 
s this; An Offering up of our Deſires 


ither with the Mind or Voice, for if our 
Deſires are never ſo great to attain Grace 


and Mercy; yet if we do not offer theſe 
Defires up with Mind or Voice, our having 


f theſe Deſires alone is not Praying ; but 


here there are hearty fervent Defires af- 


er Grace and Mercy; and theſe Defires 
are expreſſed either by Sighing, Groaning, 


Whiſpering, Speaking, or by Voice ; this 


s Praying indeed. And this ſhall be ſuffi- 


tentto ſhew what Prayer is. 


way of other Duties, to ſhuffle them out. 


But in general, to pray without ceaſing, _ _ 


implies a taking hold of, and improving 


Pf all thoſe Seaſons and Opportunities 
wherein God and our own Neceſſities calls 
ſus unto Prayer; this is to, pray without. 
eaſing. It is ſaid of Mephiboſbeth,. That he 
did eat continually at the King's Table, 
1 f ghee 2 Sam. 
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Secondly, The next thing I promis'd to 
new, is, What it is to Pray without ceaſing. _ 
Now to Pray without ceaſing, is not to do 
ike unto that Seq, who thought that Pray? 
er was to be their whole Buſineſs : No, no, 
there are other Duties which God hath re- 
qaired ; and Prayer muſt not come in the © 
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2 Sam. 9. 13. New what fhall we under- 
ſtand from this? ſhall we think, that he 
did nothing elſe Day or Night but eat? 
No ſuch Matter; but he was always pre- 
ſent at Meals, when the Seaſon or Meal- 
time came: Even fo to pray without cea- 
ſing, is to pray always, whenſoever Prayer 


pray without ceaſing, implies, 

Firn, A being always in a Diſpoſition 
and Frame to pray, whenſoever God re- 
quires it. The Heart muſt be reconciled 


do this Duty of Prayer, and fall in love 


. With it, and come to the Throne of Grace 
with delight, and alſo be continually re- 


4 ſiſting of that Backwardneſs and Indiſpo- 


- ſition to Prayer whenever the Seaſon of 

_ Prayer wpproacheth, and always to watch 

our Hearts to keep them in a praying 
„„ 5 | HY 

. Secondly, To pray without ceaſing, im- 


| - plies a praying in every State and Condi- 
tion of Life it pleaſeth God to call us to; 


for without Prayer Sickneſs will be unſan- 


{ tified, and Health will be a Judgment; 
without Prayer Health and Proſperity will 


be a Snare, and will occaſion a Forgetful- 


2 * 
* % 
wal 
* . 
— 


is ſeaſonable. But more particularly, to 


neſs of God, and a daring to rebel againſt 
him, and will ſerve to encourage @ Neglect 
of the Soul, and of another World LEN h. 
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vithout Prayer, Adverſi ity will be intole- 
able, and if it be removed, it will be in 
anger. Thus no Condition ſhould Nee a 
Jeglect of Prayer. 


granted. God in his Wiſdom is pleaſed 
fometimes to cauſe us to ſtay long for a 


Mercy before it comes, but to make the 
Mercy the ſweeter to us when it comes, 
and alſo for the Tryal of bis Peoples Pa- } 


tience, whether they will perſevere and 


continue waiting at the Throne of Grace: 
1nd thoſe that are true Believers will de 


ontent to wait, and to wait in God's Way 


Thirdly, To pray without ceaſing, im- 
plies a Perſevering in Prayer, a continual | 
Wreſtling with God in Prayer, and never 
Ito give over, until we have our Requeſt 


ntil their Prayers are granted; ſo did the 


Woman of Canaan, when ſhe came to Chriſt 


for Mercy, wait, thouph at her firſt Suit, 
Chriſt gave her no Anſwer at all, yet ſhe 


more Earneſtneſs, crying after him: But 


Inotwithſtanding continued her Suit, with 


then Chriſt, though he ſpake, yet gave % 


her a ſeeming Denial, and told her, That 
he was not ſent but only to the loſt Sheep 


her a Dog, and told her, That it was not 
miete 
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ſof the Houſe of Ifacl. And yet ſhe wou, 
not give over, but cried again for Help; 
but yet, inſtead of helping her, he called 
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mete to take the Childrens Brett and caſt 


it to the Dogs. Then, inſtead of leaving 
off her Suit, ſhe came to Chriſt with great 
Bumility : ſhe acknowledged herſelf to be 
a Dog; ſheacknowledged her own Unwor- 


_ thineſs of Mercy; but yet ſhe deſpaired 


not, but by Faith pleaded: Chriſt's Mercy 
and. Bounty, telling him, Tho J, being 4 
Dag, am not worthy to be made Partaker of the 

Childrens Bread, yet the. Dogs may eat of the 
Crumbs that fall from their. Maſter's Table. 


__ This ſhews how thankful ſhe would have 


been for the leaft Crumbs of Mercy: 
Whereupon Jeſus Chriſt immediately com- 


mended the Greatneſs of her Faith, and as 
it were, gave her the Key of his Treaſure, 
and bid her take _ whatſoever ſhe wanted. 


whether Mercy for herſelf, or Mercy for 
her Daughter: O Woman great is thy Faith; 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt. Further, 


5 that we might be encouraged to perſevere 


in Pr:-Jer without fainting, Chriſt records 
to us this Parable, to the end that Men 
ought always to Pray and not to Faint, 


ale 2. 14 2, 3 4, 5, 6, 7. I deſire you to | 
take your Bibles and read the Place at your 


leiſure. Friends, tho? you Pray, Seek and 
Wait long for Power againſt your Corrup- 


tions, for Aſſurance, and for the Sence of 
God $ Love, even to tþe« end of your Dafs: 
2 
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et ſafe to Heaven, that will make amends 
fan all your Praying, Waiting, Labouring 
and Suffering. O therefore let us not be 


weary in Well-doing, for in due time we 
ſhall reap if we faint not, Pſal. 6 9. Thus 


have ſhewed what Prayer is, and what it 
is to pray without ceaſing. WE 
Thirdly, The next thing is to give ſome 


Reaſons why it is the Duty and Work of 


every Chriſtian to pray without ceaſing : 
Fir, We ſhould pray continually, be- 


Cauſe God is always ready to hear; and 
tho' God knows our Wants, and is ready at 
all times to beſtow upon us whatſoever Wwe 
want, yet the Lord in his Wiſdom would 
have us wait upon him by fervent Prayer 

for thoſe ſpiritual good Things we want; 
not that Prayer moves God, but becauſe | 
continual feryent Prayer makes us fit to 
receive the Mercy we come unto him for; 


7 


for if God ſhould beſtow his eſpecial ſaving 
Mercy upon a Sinner, before he is fit for 
it, the Mercy would be but little prized 


by him, and God would have but little 


Return of Praiſe and Thanks from him. 
Therefore for this Reaſon God will be 
ſought unto for his eſpecial Mercies before 


he will beſtow them. After God had pro- 


miſed to pardon, renew, and to heal / 


rael, 


The Saint's Exerciſe. © 43 
yet if you can but overcome at laſt, and 
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all this I will be enquired of by the Houſe of 
Iſrael to do this for them. Conſider, Friends, It! 


preſenting to his Father his Suferings, ant, 


pes a 
/ 


a 


rael, yet he appoints Prayer as 2 Mean to b 
bring down theſe Mercies before he will P 
beſtow it upon them, Ezek. 36. 37. For L 


Pardon is ready, and already purchaſed | fi 


for you by the Blood-of Chriſt; Grace is | 
ready, Chriſt is ready, and Mercy is ready 0. 
to embrace yon Sinners. God waits but fe 
for your ſeeking unto him for theſe Mer- I b 


cies, and you ſhall have them; therefore | N 


if your periſh for ever for want of theſe 0 
ſaving Mercies, the Fault is not in God, 1A 
but in yourielves, becauſe you will not ar 
ſeek unto God by hearty Prayer for Grace || W 


and Mercy. God. is ſaid to look down | St 
from Heaven to ſee if there were any that de 


would ſeek after God, Fſal. 14.3. And 
be is ready to pardon, juſtifie, ſanctifie, be 
and ſave them whenſoever they ſeek unto ou 


him. Friends, a hearty ſeeking of God ſto 


never was in vain, nor never will be. Ime 


Scecondly, We muſt pray without ceaſing ty 


cContinually, becauſe Chriſt is continually a Ito 
praying for us; Chriſt prayed Night and tr 
Day for us, when he was upon Earth, even 
until he was in an Agony, and now he is in 


Heaven he makes continual inter eſſion for 
us, Heb. 7. 25. Chriſt in Heaven is always 


Dy e 


The Saint's Exertile. 
by his Suffering and Bloodſhed, all that we 
pray for has been purchaſed ; the Blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt cries in God's Ears on the 
behalf of thoſe that pray that the Curſe 
that Chriſt hath born, might be removed 
from them, that the Sins for which Chriſt 
was wounded may be forgiven them ; that 
out of his Fulneſs they may receive Grace 
for Grace ; and that for his ſake they may 
be delivered from the Wrath to come. 
Now, Friends, ſhall Chriſt pray for ns ſo 
long, and ſo fervently, until he was in an 
„ Agony, and {till prays for us in Heaven, 
t N and yet ſhall we loſe the Benefit of all for 
e want of praying for our ſelves? O for 
n | Shame! ſeeing Chriſt doth his part, let us 
it do ours. | . 
d Thirdly, We muſt pray without ceaſing, 
e, becauſe the Spirit is always ready to help. 
-o Jour Infirmities, Rom. 1. The Spirit is ready 
4 Ito inſtruct us what to pray for; as to re- 
move the Load of Indiſpoſition to this Du- 
ig ty, to quicken our Deadneſs in the Duty, 
à Ito enlarge our Deſires after Grace, and to 
a4 Iſtrengthen us to wreſtle for a Bleſſing : © 
and truly God is not to be prevailed with, 
but by the Mediation of his Son, and by 
the Help and Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit. 
Fourthiy, We muſt pray continually, be- 
auſe Satan is always ready to aſſault uss 
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therefore it is the more difficult to with- 
ſtand them; they are too ſubtle and too 
ſtrong for us; we had need therefore to 
pray without ceaſing, ſeeing they ceaſe not 
7 endeavouring to bring us both to Sin and 


© 4. 


46 The Saint's Exerciſe, 
he ſaid, fo go about like a roaring Lion, 
ſeeking whom he may devour, 2 Pet. 4. 8. 
Satan is never idle, he is always follow- 
Ing us with Snares of Temptations our 
Life is full of Temptations: And ſhall not 
we be continually. praying againſt Satan 
and his Aſſaults? Wicked Spirits are con- 
tinually engag'd againſt us: We wreſtle, ſaid 


the Apoſtle, with Principalities and Powers, 


and Spiritual Wickedneſs in high Places, Eph. 
6. 12. Theſe Enemies are inviſible, and 


Ruine. . 139 
 _ Fifthly and Laſtly, We ſhould pray with- 


out ceaſing, becauſe our Corrnptions quick- 


: ly get Strength upon the leaſt Neglect of 
Prayer. If by our Watching, Praying and 
Wreſtling with God, we have got ſome 


Strength and Power againſt our Corrup- I. 


tions, as, Anger, Pride, Covetouſneſs, 
fleſhly Luſts, Senſuality; and our Affecti- 
ons are moved, and inflamed towards 


God and heavenly things, and we are got pen 


into a State of Grace, yet if we once let 


dawn our Watch, and neglect Prayer, our 
„  Cortuptions will get ſtrength again, and our 
xo Go SGraces 


The Saint's Exertite. 47 
Graces will decay, and our Love to God 
and holy things will decay: Now all theſe 
things conſidered, we may ſee, that it is 
neceſſary for us to take care that we be not 
carelefs, ſlight and negligent in our Per- 
formance of this Duty of Prayer, but to ſtir 
up our ſelves in the Performance of this 
Duty, and to pray without ceaſing. 
Thus I have done with the Doftrinal 
Part: But before I proceed, I ſhall anſwer . ! 
„an Objection or two which may lye in my 
o Way. 5 2 Dd. 
o One Objection which ſome will make, is 
this, Whether they ought to pray with a 
Form? Some there be that hold with a 
Form of Prayer, and ſome be againſt it. 
Now in anſwering this Objection, I ſhall _ 


8 


k- Rendeavour to reconcile both Parties: You _ 
of Þnuſt note that there are two kinds of Pray 
nd r commanded by God: Firſt, Publick, or 

me Family-prayer. Secondly, Secret-prayer. 


For the firſt of theſe, if it be about pub-* 
{s, Nick or Family-prayer, and you are the 

i- Þpeaker, it is moſt convenient for you to- 
rds Pray in a ſet Form of Words, ſuited to the 

got zeneral Neceſſities of thoſe that joyn with 
let Nou, and which are ſuited to the Sins and 

our NVants of Mankind in general throughout | 
our he World. Such Forms as theſe are al- 
aces eady compos d by oy eminent Divines. 
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48 The Saint's Exerciſe, 
I fay, in Publick or Family Prayer, it is 
moſt convenient to pray in ſuch a ſet com- 
poſed Form of Words, that thoſe which 
Joyn with you, being acquainted with your 
Matter, may with more Readineſs go a- 
long with you in your Expreſſions. And 
as for the Lawfulneſs of thoſe Forms, con- 
ſider, that Chriſt hath given us a ſet Form 


Nn. 


of Prayer, which is the Lord's Prayer; now 


this Form Chriſt hath given us, both to be 
a Rule and Pattern to direct us in Prayer, 
and alſo to be uſed in our Prayers; the 
Command of Chriſt in AAatth. 6. is in theſe 

Words, After this manner pray ye; this is 
to teach us, that the Lord's Prayer is given 
ns not only to be uſed as a Form, but alſo 


to be a Rule for Directing of us to pray ac- 


* cording to that Pattern. But in Late 11. 
the Command of Chriſt is in theſe Words, 
When you pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. This 


is alſo to teach us, that the Lord's Prayer 


is uſed not only in Pattern, or Rule, but 
alſo as a Form to be uſed at the end of our 
Publick or Family- prayers. 125 

Io conclude this: Writers record, that 
Forms were uſed when our Saviour Chriſt 


was upon the Earth; and Chriſt joyn'dy 
with them in thoſe Forms. And yet ChriltF* 


neither contradicted theſe Forms, nor bla- 
med them for uſing them. Therefore if 


hat 
riſt 


n A. 
riſt⸗ 


bla- 


e if#inſt them; alſo their own Wants, that 
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Family- prayer, I have ſufficiently anſwer- 
ed that. 


But, Secondly, if your Objection be con- 


you in that: 
ought to pray in Secret by a Form? This 


is the ſame thing as if you ſhould ask, 
Whether a Man ought to make uſe of his 


with ? For yor all know, thatif a Man be 
Lame, and cannot uſe his Legs, he ought 
to walk by Crutches until he can have the 
uſe of his Legs; 
ought to uſe his Legs, and fling his Crut- 
ches aſide : Even ſo thoſe that have hither- 
to been Strangers to Prayer, and alſo to 


yet attained unto the Gift of Prayer, and 
therefore they know not how to pray, theſe 


Fought to pray by a Form, and to make uſe 
Jof ſuch Forms as may :ad them to the 


Knowledge of their own particular Sins, 
and their own Neceſſities; and then 28 


ſoon as they can come to know themſelves, 
their own particular Sins and Wants, ſo 
as to confeſs them, their own Corruptions 
and Inclinations, 0 as to lament over them, 


their own Temptations, ſo as to pray as 


C 3. 
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cerning ſecret Prayer, I ſhall ſoon reſolve 
If you ask, Whether you 


Legs, or make uſe of Crutches to walk — 
and then he afterwards 


themſelves, who are weak, and have not 


* 
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they may beg of God to have them ſup- 
ply'd ; then they ought no longer to uſe 
a Form, but to lay it aſide, as uſeleſs, be- 
cauſe they are able to expreſs their own 
particular Wants without it. And beſides, 
there are no written Forms of Prayer, that 
can ſuit with the State and Condition of 
every particular Chriſtian ; for one Chri- 
ſtian 1s under one Circumſtance, and ano- 
ther under another; therefore every one 
_ onght to Rudy his own Sins, Temptations 
and Wants, and then fall to Prayer, ac- 
cording as he finds his own Condition to 
be. But, for a Man under whatſoever Cir- 
 cumſtance he be, yet for him to uſe a Form, 
it is a Sign he prays for he knows not what. 


. To give yon an Inſtance or two : Suppoſe 
you were a condemned MalefaQor, and 


were going to the King to beg a Paadon, 
you would not need a written Form of 
Words to carry with yon, for your own 
Condition would teach you what to ſay 
hen you came there, Or ſuppoſe a Beg- 
gar ſhould come to your Doors in a miſe- 
rable Condition, ready to ſtarve with Hun- 
ger, you would ſoon hear how hard he 
will beg, what Complaints he will make, 
and what Arguments he will uſe to move 
your Pity, without a written Form of 
Words. Even fo, if yon haye but a true 
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Sight and Senſe of your Sin and Miſery; 
and of your Want of ſuch and ſuch Soul- 
mercies, you would not need a written 


Form to teach you what to ſay to God, 


when you come to the Throne of Grace. 
Thus I hope [I have ſufficiently ſatisfied 

you in anſwering this Objecttoſt, Whether 

you ought to pray by a ſet Form, or no? 


But now to anſwer one Objection more, 
and that is, Whether a wicked Man may 
pray, or not, ſeeing the Scripture tells us, 1 
That the Prayers of the Wicked is an A. | 


bomination to the Lord. 
I anſwer, That a wicked Man, however, , 


ought to pray, becauſe whilſt he is pray=. 7 


ing, he is uſing God's Ordinances: And 
who knows, but that it may pleaſe God to 
bleſs it to him for the Good of his Soul, 
and bring him to pray from his Heart! 
And beſides there is no wicked Man, but 
he has now and then ſome good Deſires 
wrought in him, by the common working 


of God's Spirit, and theſe Deſires he ought . 


to expreſs to God by Prayer; and ſo far 
his Prayers will be accepted; and ſo he 
may be fitted for the Work of Grace to be 


wrought in him, and God has promiſed, 


that they which draw near to kim he wilt 
draw near to them. But if he wholly caſt off 


Prayer, be goes further from God, and ſo 


. runs 
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The Saint's Exerciſe. | 


runs the High- road to Hell and Deſtruction, 
Thus, having done with the Doctrinal 
part, and anſwer'd theſe Objections, come 


?  _ now to the Application: The firſt Uſe ſhall 


be a Uſe of Lamentation : If it be ſuch a 


_ neceſſary Duty of every Chriſtian to pray 
without ceaſing ; then what ſhall we think 


of thoſe that never pray, neither with their 
Families, nor yet in Secret? They mind 
nothing but the things in this World, and 


N the Luſt of the Fleſh, but never ſeek after 


\ God: Sure theſe muſt needs be in a ſad 


| ni Condition. This is a Lamen- 
en. and muſt be for a Lamentation. 


Secondly. The next Uſe ſhall be of Cau- 


| chem; let us be cautioned againſt theſe two 
things: 7 


Fir t, Let us take heed of a Form of dull 


Aeeeleſt and heartleſs Performances of this 
Duty of Prayer. Now that this may be a- 
les take heed of ruſhing unpreparedly 


into God's Preſence. But if you ask, How 


wall 1 do to prepare myſelf aright for this 
Duty of Prayer? I anſwer, If you would 
pray ſo as your Prayers may be accepted 


and granted, you muſt follow theſe” Dire- 


©” Before you go to Prayer, ftady the 


Knowledge of your ſelves ; examine how 
the Calc _— between God and your 
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The Saint's Exerciſe. 53% 
Souls; and which way your Deſires run 
and if yon find that your Deſires run He. 
. | yen-wards, then examine the Matter of 
1 your Deſires, what it is you would have 
; |} God to do for you: Study your Sins and 
Wants, what Corruptions you deſire to be 
4 rid of, and what Graces you would have 
- | God beſtow upon you. If you do not ac- 
1 quaint your ſelves with your Caſe before- 
J hand, you cannot expect to know it aright 
ron a ſudden, as you go to pray; if you do- 
J not aually look into your Hearts and 
a Lives before you go to Prayer, your Soulss 
will be unhumbled, and want that lively. 3 
„ | Sence of your Neceſſities which muft put 
» || Life into your Prayers: Before you pray, 
conſider what Sin is, what God's Wrath» 


1 | 22d Hell is, and what Luft and Corruptiogs+ | f 


is are yet in you, and what Grace and Mercy, 
\_ || you ſtand in need of. And this will make: 


y | you pray, and pray to purpoſe with all your 

oy | Heart. But when Men are wilful Strangers 
unto themſelves, and never look back nor 
d inwards to ſee what was amiſs and wanting 
; nor look not forward to ſee the Dangers 
>. | that is before them, no wonder if their 
" || Hearts are dead and dull; and they are as 
he | vaſit to pray, as a ſleeping Man is to works. 


WW 2. As you go to Prayer, take heed off {| 
ur | vain and fiaful Thoughts, that they donate 
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come ix and ſpoil the Duty: To this end, 
Watch your Heart, your Thoughts, and 
your Aﬀections very carefully; otherwiſe 
ſome beloved Vanity will alienate them 
from the Work in hand, and it will turn 
avray your Thonghts, and poſſeſs your Af- 
fections, ſo that you will want them when 
you ſhould uſe 'em in Prayer: If the Mind 
be ſet on other things, Prayer will be a 
+ Heartleſs, lifeleſs thing: Alas, how dead 
and pitiful is the Prayer of him that hath 
his Heart enſnared with the Love of Mo- 
ny, Pleaſures or any luſt ful Deſires? The 
Thoughts will eaſily follow the Affections. 
3. When you come to God by Prayer, 
come in ſuch Humility as beſeemeth a con- 
demned Sinner, and yet in the Faith and 
Hholdneſs that beſeemeth a Son and Member 
of Jeſus Chriſt; do not conceive a Con- 
ceit of any Worthineſs in yourſelves; yet 
take heed of any deſpairing Thoughts in 
Prayer: but be as confident in every lawful 
Requeſt you ask, as if you ſaw your glori- 
fy'd Redeemer interceeding for you with his 
Father. Faith and Hope is the Life of Pray- 
erz and Chriſt is the Life of Hope: If you 
pray, and think yvu ſhall never be the bet- 
ter for praying, your Prayer will have but 
ittle Life; therefore let a crucified and 
>, 2lorified Chrift be always before your Eyes 
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The Saint's Exerciſe. 59 
can tell you, and that by woful Experience 
too, that to pray aright is the hardeſt 
Work in Religion; and that by reaſon of 
thoſe many Oppoſitions, Pull- backs, and 
Hindrances to this Duty. Secret Prayer 
is the greateſt Enemy the Devil has; he 
cannot endure that People ſhould go to 
pray in Secret, becauſe no Duty can be 
more powerful in the pulling down of Sa- 
tan's Kingdom in the Soul, and ſetting Þ 
up the Kingdom of Chriſt, than Secret 
Prayer is: The Devil is well content that 
le People ſhould ſet about any outward Du- 
s. ty of Religion, as, reading the Scripture, 1 
E hearing of Sermons, and praying in their 
** Families, ſo as all be done in a cold, formal 
d || and lifeleſs Way, without any great Oppo- 
er | ſition; but for People to go and pour out 
1- | their Souls to God in ſecret, confeſs their 
et | own particular Sins and daily Infirmities; 
in bemoaning their Caſe to God, bewailing 
ul | their inbred Corruptions, lamenting over 
i- | a hard Heart, a blind Mind, a dead and 
bis | dull Spirit, a hearty begging for Pardon, 
y- | for Deliverance from Sin, for Power a- 
ou | gainſt Corruption, for Strength againſt the 1 
et- evil Luſting of the Fleſh, begging for 
wt | Grace and a new Nature, and a new Life: 
nd | Now this Work, together with frequent 
yes Meditation and Self- examination, theſe 
JI. ˙¹¹ ͤ¶ἈA— 
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Duties, the Devil oppoſeth with all his 
Might. No Weapons can be more ſtrong 
for the-rooting out of Corruptions, for 
fighting againſt Satan and overcoming of 
him, than theſe ſpiritual Weapons. We 
have naturally a floathful fluggiſh Spirit, a 


i dull and backward Heart; the Fleſh craves 


its Eaſe, the World with its Profits and 
Pleaſures, andthe Fleſh with its evil Luſt- 
ings; yea, and the Devil he comes in and 
makes uſe of all theſe for the oppoſing of 
us, for the keeping of us off, and for the 
hindring of us in theſe ſecret Duties ; the 
Devil is ſo loath to let go his hold of the 
Sinner, therefore he labours with all his 
Might, if it be poſſible to keep him in the 
Chain of his Sin, Therefore there muſt be 
great fighting againſt thoſe Soul-enemies, 
ſtriving againſt thoſe Oppoſitions, and fo 
a wreſtling with God by ſecret Prayer, and 
a-taking the Kingdom of Heaven by Vio- 
lence, if ever we mean to come there. 

Conſider, That ſecret Prayer, if fervent, 
is a ftriving againſt Sin and Corruption 
for whenever we are ſtriving with God 

we are ſtriving againſt Sin: For Duty and 

Sin ſtrive for the Victory : whilſt Duty 

holds up, Sin goes down; but when Datz. 
flags, Sin gets up. Secret Prayer, if hearty, i 
Will make us weary of Sinning, or elſe Us 
—— a gk. = 
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will make us weary of ſuch kind of pray- 
ing: And if ſecret Prayer once bea Weari- + 
ſomneſs to us, it is a ſad Sign that Sin gets 
the upper-hand ; there cannot be a more 


effectual Way for a Sinner to kill his Sin, 


than by ſecret Prayer; a Sinner never fights 


againſt Sin with a greater Zeal, nor with 


greater Succeſs, than upon his Knees; when 


once a Sinner comes to kneel in earneſt 


before God, his Luſts muſt quickly kneel _ 
to him: Our confeſſing of Sin, and laying: *' 
of it open before the Lord, our complain» 


ing to the Lord of it, our crying to the 
Lord againſt it, preſſing him upon his Pro- 


miſe, upon his Covenant to help it ; theſe 


are the mightieſt Batteries that we can 
make for the beating down the Strong- 


holds of Sin. But where ſecret Prayer is 
neglected, there the Sinner lies open to all 


Temptations, Sin, Luſt, and Uncleaneſs. 
O therefore be perſwaded to be often and 
frequent in this Duty of ſecret Prayer. 
Friends, what do you ſay ? Will you mind 
and do this one thing; that is, to give 
your ſelves unto ſecret Prayer? ? There is 
no Exhortation that can be given, will ever 
proſper with you, if this Exhortation do 


not: It is in vain to perſwade you to live 


a holy Life, if you do not live a praying 


Life. O be ——— to be inſtant and 


ä on- 


* 
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- as low as nothing. 
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for ſecret Prayer, and keep your Times, and 
make a firm Reſolution with yourſelves to 
do it. I have read of a godly Divine, who 


had, upon a Time, ſome Conference with 


ſome of his Hearers, concerning the State of 
their Souls; they gave him ſome Hopes of 


a Work of Grace begun in their Hearts : 


But then, upon farther Enquiry, he found 
there ſtill to be a neglect of ſecret Prayer. 


Now this caſt ſich a Damp upon his Spi- 


rits, that it brought down his Hope to be 
Friends, Conſider that ſecret Prayer is 
the very Life of Religion, if it be ſincere 
and fer vent; and if you would but be per- 
ſwaded to make true Conſcience of that, 


then there would be Hopes indeed of the 


Work of Grace begun in you. Now for 
the further ſtirring you up to the Duty of 


ſecret Prayer, conſider theſe four things: 


Fir f., Conſider that if you make Conſci- 


ence of ſecret Prayer daily and frequently 


this would be an eydent Sign of your Up- 
rightneſs and Sincerity ; it is a Sign that 
you ſeek God himſelf,-when none but God 


know Ef your ſeeking of him. He is not a 


true Chriſtian outwardly, but he is a true 


Chriſtian that is one inwardly, whoſe Praiſe 


is not of Men, but of God, Rom. 22. 28, 29. 


conſtant in ſecret Prayer; ſet your Times 


But 
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Che Sain'g Exertiſe. 


But he that lives in the Neglect of ſecret 'Y 


Duties, thongh he paſs in the World to be 
never ſo good 4 Chriſt ian, yet he is in God's 
Account no better than a Hypocrite. 
Secondliy, Conſider ſecret Prayer is a mar- 
vellous Way to thrive in Grace, and to 
grow rich towards God. By this means 
Faith will grow exceeCingly, our Love to 
God will abound, our Souls will proſper. 


A Chriſtian, that is much in ſecret with _ 


God, O what a great Benefit does he reap 
thereby ! how good does he find God to be * 
unto his Soul! So that he can by experience 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 16. 5. that he is 
plenteous in Mercy to all that call upon him. 
Thirdly, Conſider that ſecret Prayer isa 
Means to fit you for publick Ordinances: * 
thoſe that are moſt upon their Knees in 
their Chamber or Cloſet, will receive moſt 
Benefit in publick : God muſt be ſought 
unto in ſecret, to fit us for publick Wor- 
ſhip; thoſe. that before they come to hear 
pray earneſtly in ſecret, that the Goſpel 
may come to 'em not in the Word only, but 
in Power alſo, for the cutting down the 
Strong-hold of Sin, and for the building 
them up in Grace and Holineſs, thsfe are 
likely to find the Goſpel working effectu- 
ally upon them, and that is the Power of 
God for their Salvation, Row, 1,14, Thoſe 
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64 The Saint's Exerciſe. 
that before they come to the Lord's Supper 


examine themſelves alone, beg that God 


„ 


would ſearch them, and are importunate 
with God for Strength againſt every Cor- 


ruption, as Pride, Covetouſneſs, Envy, An- 


ger, Malice; alſo againſt a hard Heart, 
SInggiſhneſs and Dulneſs of Spirit, diſor- 
nered Affections, Self- love, Senſuality and 
the like; they alſo that beg for all the 


Fruits of Chriſt's Sufferings, and for all the 


Graces of his Spirit, ſuch as theſe are not 


like to be ſent empty away. 
Feourthiy, Conſider ſecret Prayer is a 


Means to keep publick Duties upon the 


Heart, after publick Exerciſe is ended. 
Your Work is not done when pnblick Ex- 
erciſe is over; but you are immediately, 
as ſoon as you come Home, to go alone, 


and in ſecret to pray over the Word which 


you have heard: Thus, Firſt, has any Sin 
been laid open to you, wherein you know 
your ſelves to be guilty ? Then confeſs it, 


and bewail it,and beg Pardon for it,and for 


Strength againſt it; and reſolve to ſet your 
-ſelves againſt it for the time to come. Se- 


"1 , condly, Has any Duty been preſſed upon 
= you? then mention to God this Duty in 


ſecret, to incline your Heart to perform 


Fifthly, 


wo 


M 
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Che Saint's Exerciſe, 8 
Fifthly , Conſider ſecret Prayer is the 
Way to have eſpecial Tokens of God's 
Love, and thoſe Joys that'a Stranger does 
not intermeddle with. O the ſweet Melt- 
ings and Thawings of the Heart for Sin, 
that the Saints meet with in ſecret Prayer ! 
O the Viſits that the great Phyſician of Souls 
does make to poor Sinners in this Duty ! 
And the inward Joy, Peace and Comfort, 
that the Saints do meet with in their ſe- 
cret Addreſſes unto God by Prayer! And, 
Friends, ſhould not this be a great Encou- 
ragement to you to be frequent in ſecret. 
Prayer ? But if all this be not Encourage- 
ment enough, e 
Conſider in the Siæth and Laſt place, that 
if you daily and frequently pray in ſecret, 
meditate and examine yourſelves, and take 
pains with your own Hearts in ſecret, Gd 
will reward you openly, This is the Argu- 
ment that Chriſt uſeth to inforce ſecret 
Prayer, Matth. 6. When thou prayeFt enter into 
thy Cloſet,and ſhut the Door, and pray to thy Fa- 
ther which is in ſecret ; and thy Father which 
ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly, As ſe- 
cret Wickedneſs ſhall be openly puniſhed, 
{o ſhall ſecret Duties be openly rewarded, 
before Men and Angels at the laſt Day. 
Now, Friends, if all theſe Arguments 
will not prevail with you to the Exerciſe of 
5 e daily 
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The Saint's Exerciſe, 
daily fervent Prayer, know not what will 
prevail with you. But only let me tell 
you this, even as you find it in Act, 2. 
21. Whoſcever ſhall call on the Name of the 
Tord (that is daily, frequently, conſtantly, 


Wn fervently and heartily) ſhalt be ſaved. But 
whoſoever ſhall not thus call on the Name 


of the Lord, ſhall never be ſaved. * - 

Nov in the next place, I ſhall give yon 
we ſome Directions for the attaining of the 
wh Gift of Prayer, and alſo furniſh you with 
Matter of Prayer, who are bare of Matter, 
as well for the Help of thoſe who are of 
a weak Capacity; and, becauſe I would 
= omit nothing that might be for the Good of 
Souls, that may be a Means and a Way to 


tain to the Gift of Prayer, and ſupply you 
with Matter for Prayer, with ſome Dire- 
; tions for ſhort Ejaculatory Prayer; and 
the Lord give you Underſtanding. 


\ 


The End of the First Part. 


help them to Heaven, I have now, through 
the Help of God, writ one. Treatiſe more 
upon this Subject, to direct you how to at- 
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- Saint s Duty and Exerciſe : 3 
[ | Or, An Earneſt 
| 


Invitation to the Throne of G R A C E. 


The Second Part. 


1 Theſl. v. 1 7, Pray without ceafs . 


N my firſt part of [The Saint's Nur 
E xerciſe ] 4 ſnewed, 


iſ, What Prayer i * 
2dly, What it is to pray without 3 


3dly, Lgave ſome Reaſons why we ſhould 
pray without ceaſing. — 
4thly and laſtly, I made ſome Applica? 1 
id tion: Where, - i 


1. I gave a Uſe of Lamentation. 
2. A Uſe of Caution, 


3. A Uſe of Exhortation. But, 
Becanſe this Duty of Prayer is of fo great 


onſequence, that the right Performance 


Pf it, ſhews a Man or Woman to be in a 
E onrerted and renewed State, and in their 


IN 


— 


3 
68 The Saine 8 Exerciſe, 
Way to Heaven and eternal Glory, but the Neg- 
lect of this great Duty, ſhews plainly, whatever 
they think of themſelves, they are yer in their 
unconverted and unrenewed State, and ſo in the 
broad Way to Hell and Damnation; I ſhall there- 
fore (by the Help of God) endeavour to do ac- 
cording as I promiſed in my firſt Book ; that is 
do enlarge my Uſe of Exhortation. | 
” 1ſt, By ſhewing you how you ſhall atrain unto 
the Gift of Prayer; and by what Means you may Wzhe 
come to be furniſhed with matter for Pray er, that WG: 


and how you may come to be fervent and hearty Liv 
in Prayer; and ſo I Mkt conclude this S 94 
T begin with the firſt of theſe: _ ne: 
There are a great many, that by means of m 
| living in the Neglect of Prayer, they are la 
* Strangers to this ſo great and neceſſary Du- . 
„ that when they come to fall upon their Knees ind 
* God, they are fo dry and barren of Mat- 1 
ter, that they. know not What to ſay in Prayer. W'< 
Nou ifthisbe the Caſe of any that read this little W<*< 
Book (whoever you are) I defire you totakethis | 
Advice chat J ſhall here give you; and then, with 
your Endeavours, and the Bleſſing of God with it, 
mn will certainly attain to a malt excellent Gif i 
in Prayer. Oe 4 
No in the Firſt place, do as one of Chrif s. he 
ROPER: did, nk 11. J. 5 came co 59) Gul | 7 
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are barren of Matter. wil 
Adly, I ſhall give you ſome Directions concern- Mc! 

ing ſhorr Ejuculatory Prayer. are 

i 3dly, If you are dead and dull, 1 ſhall, i in the o 
laſt Place, give you ſome Directions, how you 1 
. | may get your Hearts enlivened and quickned ; l 


b) 
ff 
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* . 8 


and defired him to reach them ro pray, even as 
John taught his Diſciples : So go you to God in 
he Name of Chriſt, and defire him to teachyou 
s Holy Spirit, that he would help ycu to 
pray, and alt you in Prayer, and put Words 
into your Mouth; for ir is the Spirit that muſt 
help our Infirmities, faith the Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 26. 
Por we know not what to pray for as we ought : but 
he Spirit it ſelf maketh Interceſſiou for us, with 
Groans that cannct he expreſſed. And if yon come 


o attain unto the Gift of Prayer. 
vith your ſelves; ſtudy well your Hearts and 
Lives; and ftudy truly tne Word and Will of 
24, and all the b | | 

nen's; which you may do by the help of the 4/- 
fen, Carcchiſm, or any other Book which ex- 
e Plains che ren Commandments : Study alſo the 
argeneſs of them, and then ranfack 
8 


lurking in your Heart; and what Sins are 


. Fredominant and A in yon; is, Pride, Co- 


croutneis, Luſtfulneſe, Senſuality, Envy, Anger, 
lalice, Self- love, Go. Now to know what your 


now by the going out of your Heart after vain 


to * . Say, Lord, teach me to pray. Beg for 
Go | 


wich an earneſt Deſire of the Spirit's help, he will - 
Fkclp and aſſiſt yon. But this is not all; for there 
are other Means that you muſt ule, if you deſire 


Fir, You muſt labour to be well acquainted 5 


ranches of the ten Command - 


argene.s 0 a th ack your Heart 
ind Life, to find out- what Sins and Corruprions - 


nclinations Are, and what Sins and Corruptions 
re reigning and predominant in you; you may_- 
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ings more than after God 1 Things; 
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s tor Inſtance, If you love the World,” or the 
15 or your carnal Pieatures, mete than God, 
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what Duties you have omitted: then examin © 
your Weakneſſes and Diſorders, when you are aff © 
any Service of God, either at Church or atouf { 
any holy Duty, either in publick or elſe in prifſ ® 
vate; labour then to know how dead and dul " 


dring your Thoughts are apt to be. Now, || P 


— 


20 The Sainr's Exercite., | - 


will rake delight ro roul your Thoughts moſt - 
on, and-diſcourſe more upon them, than upo [ 
God, Chriſt, and heavenly Things. Examine alli t 
your Life; what Sins you have committed, and f 


you are apt to be, and how roaming and wan J. 


* 


you will take this Courſe, to labour to know you n 


ſelyes, your Inclinations and Infirmiries, you wi © 
then fin 


d ſuch a Multitude of inward Cerrvprior * 
to lament and bewail, ſuch a Multitude of actui y. 
Sins to confeſs, and ſuch a Multitude of Wang 1 


to be ſupplied, and ſo many Weakneſſes to H tt 


ſtrenthened, ſo many ' Diſoiders to be rectified in 


and ſo many Sins to be forgiven, that you wa} Ww 
find Work enough for Confe ſſions and Complain ye 


and Petitions for many Days together. Study ali to 
the Meaning of the Lord's Prayer, and there yd in; 
will find, how ſhort. you come of ſanctifying © m 


God's Name, and doing of his Will ; and how I to 


the Kingdom of Grace is from comir g into ye on 
Souls, when as you experience the Ringdom 
Sin and Satan to reign there ſo much, - I die 
Secondly, For the furniſhing you with- Mai cy 
for Prayer. In the next Place, ſtudy Ged aff all 


Cbriſt, and labour to know him in his Natuff ſc 


Attributes and Works; and eſpecially labour to 


be acquainted with his Dealings rewards yd ga! 


and then you will ſee what a holy and a rigbieq ene 
Law you break, what a God you have fled ing 


even your Maker, Preſerver, and Benefacſ by 


— * & T the 
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The Sainr's Exerciſe. 7: } 
Then ſtudy the Holineſs and Purity of Ged, and 
id chen you will fee what an Image you have de- 

of fac'd 3 and how you have villified all the Graces 
| of God's Spirit, which are contrary to Sin. Stu- 
e dy alſo the Goodneſs of God, and then you will 
fl ſee what Mercies you have abuſed, what Grace 
off and Love you have rejected: Study the Great- 
neſs of God, and then you will ſee what a Ma- 

jeſty you have affronted; who, if he had been 
pleaſed, was able te ſnatch you away in a Mo- 
ment, and fling you into everlaſting Torments, 
as you have juſtly deſerved. Once more, Stud 
well the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God, and then 


theſe things will cauſe you to aggravate your Sins 


with a Multitude of Words in your aggravating 
your Sins; and beſides, they will furniſh you 
to lament over them with a melting and a bleed - 
ing Heart; and beſides they will make you the 


co ſtudy God's great Goodneſs:to you, and to thin 
on the ſeveral kinds of his Mercy which he hjas 
beſtowed upon you, both for your Souls and Bo- 

I dies: As for Inftance, By what wonderful Mer- 
Mail cy your Lives are preſerved, and you ſaved from 


you will ſee whar Promiſes you have flighred, _ 4 
and what Threatnings you have contemned, and 


in confefling of them; and they will melt you 4 


more earneſt in begging Pardon for them, and 


cd al all Dangers,” when as ſo many Diſtempers, and +» 


Jatuf ſuch a Mulrirude'of Caſualties might befal you, 
bout ro deprive yon of Life, yer Gd preſerves you a- 
q gainlt all Caſualties and Dangers. And to this 
end he renews his Mercy to von every Morn- 


. D: 


ing, arid every Night, and eyety Hour; he alſo . 4 
by his good Hand of Providence, feeds you wiring 
II che Fruits of the Earth, and ges it Virtoe tio 
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[ nouriſh you, and gives you an Appetite ro digeſt 
em; alſo he continues your Eaſe. whill — 
others are in Pain and Miſery; alſo he continues 
the Sight of your Eyes, and the Uſe of all your 
Senſes and Members, and gives you ſweet and 
comfortable Reſt, and comfortable Habitations: 
And beſides, the greateſt Mercy of all is, you be · 
ing in a loſt and undone Eſtate and Condition, he 
delivered up his dearly beloved Son, as a Sacrifice 
upon the Croſs, chat by his Sufferings and Death 
he might deliver us from Hell and eternal Wrath, 
and purchaſe Heaven and Salvation for you; and 
upon this Account, he hath given you the Light 
of his holy Word and Goſpel ; he hath given you 
his Sabbath, and his Miniſters and his holy Spi- 


ritt to Teach and Inſtruct you in your Way to 


ment over thoſe Sins and e that voi 
Annnot yet find you have got any 


Heaven and Happineſs. Now if you will but 
ſtudy all cheſe ſorts of Mercies, what abundance 


of Matter you will find for Praiſe and Thankſ- 


giving! Study alſo what Temptations you daily 


meet withal in the World; what Snares, Bair; 


and Allurements you often meet with, prompting 
of you up to Pride, Luſtfulneſs, Wantonneſs, Co- 
vetouſneſs, Intemperance, Malice, or Revenge; 
and how apt you are to be overcome by theſe 
Temptations; and then you will find Matter e 
nough to pray for Power and Strength again! 
choke Temptations, that you be not overcome 
Study alſo, what Victory you have got over ſuc 
and ſuch a Luſt; and then you will find Matte 

of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to God, for giving". 
peu that Victory, as the Apoſtle did, 1. Cor. £1 
17. alſo you will find Matter to bewail and la 
ictory againſt 
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and Bap of Salvation. 88 
ft le him more; and then Grace is departed, 'and g 
1y De is immediately deliver d up to a hard Heart ; 


es Ind a reprobate Mind, that ſhall never repent. 
ur Wind when once he is brought to that paſs, - then 
nd ll the Sermons and all the Prayers in the World 
s : Neill never do him any good. O! therefore have 
e · ¶ care of quenching and grieving the Holy Spirit 
he pf God, when ir ſecretly ſtirs and works in your 
ice Nlearts; but be careful ro obey its Motions, leſt | 
ach Nhe Spirit * grie ved, withdraw. it ſelf finally 
0 


ch, nd never feturn more; and then your accepted 9 
ind Hrime and Day ef Salvation will be at an end. 


ght Now conſider all this, if you are yet in your 
you MY outh and Strength, and enjoy the Ordinances of 
ppi- Pod, and the Means of Grace, and the ſecret Ope- 
to ation of God's Spirit; and then behold; and again, 


Behold, that now is the accepted Time, and now is 
he Day of Salvation... Now with us there is ſuch 
a Time as an accepted Time and Day of Salvation; 
and that for theſe two Reaſons, I will but juft 
Fir#, That thereby the Saints might have oc- 
aton for ever to magnifie the free Grace of God, 
bar he hath not left them to periſh in their miſe 
r:ble Eſtate, bur hath offered them Terms of Mer- 
er e, and hath put an Opportunity of Salvation into 
neir Hands, and hath given them Grace to im 
Ove ict. A 55 83 if 4 E q; * "8 EEO 
Second iy, That thereby the Wicked may be letr . 
ithout Excuſe, for there is never a damned Scrl 
n Hell that can plead this, That they never bad 


. Li Day of grace: O jr would be a great leſſenirg | 
nd lat their Torments, if they could plead ſo. Alas! 4 
t 50 here Was never a Man or Woman, ſince the | 


-ainſtÞ-rearion of the World, bur hath had a Seaſon of | 
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9 The Accepted Time, 


have Mercy offered them, and an acceptable Tin 
a without Excuſe ; nay, cwill add much to the 
Forments, to confider, that they once had a Se 
. ſon. of Grace and Salvation, and yer wilfully lo 


great, behold, and conſider, That now s the 4 
. cepted Time, and now n the Day of Salvation, 


"THe firſt Uſe that I ſhall make of this, mall 
trifle away the precious Seaſon of Grace and & 
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Call and Invitation, Ver. 23, Tarn you at my N 
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Grace; there was never none yet ever lived, | 
their Lives ſhort. or long, but before they die, th 


to ſeek it in: Thefore the Wicked ſhall be le 
it. O let every one therefore, both ſmall an 


The App IICATIO RN. 


a Uſe of Terror, to all ſuch as ſquander: 


vation: Friends, you have heard, that God's Sp 4 
rit will not always ſtrive with Men; Cod is r. 
bound to wait all a Man's Life long; if God ce e 
tinue waiting from one time to another, from ol 
| Year to another, from one Sabbath to another, an I 
yet you turn a deaf Ear to his Calls, and flight t. 
his Warnings, and will go on reſolutely, and y N 
ſumptuouſly in your Sins; conſider, God will af c 
laſt be weary of waiting, his Waiting willa 
be tired our; and then, juſt as you have {ere 
God in your Day of Grace, ſo God will ſerve yn 7 
when his Day of Wrath and Vengeance comqſ i. 
O read, and tremble, in that dreadful Place v 
Scripture, Prov. 1. 2. to the end: Mark the v 
how lovingly God expoſtulares with wicked Mel j 
ſaying, How long, ye ſimple Ones, will you love Sint 
' plicity ? and ye, Scorners, delight in ſcorning r a 
Je Fools, hate Knowledge? And then ſee his Jovinl t 


Wl 


and Bap of Salvation. 51 


ef And allo his gracious Promiſe, Behold I wil 


10 pour out my Spirit upon yeu ; I will make known my 
OE Vords unto you. Bur yer all this loving Expoſtu- f 
Tin lation, Invitation and Promiſe, would prevail no- 
> 16 thing with them, they would run on in their evil 4 
rhe Courſes tor all that; therefore fee what God ſaith 
8 to them now, Ver. 24. Becauſe I ave called, ana ũ³k 
j e refuſed, I have ſtretched our my Hand, and no 
Man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought my Coun= 
eli, and „ ul none of my Reproofs : I aiſo will laugh | 
a your Co zmity, and will mock when your Fear 7 
cometh ; when Fear cemeth as a Vhirl-wind, when | 


Deſtruct ion and Anguiſh cometh upon them, then 
ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer ; then 


1 ſhall they ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me, | 
r Ain that they hated Knowledge, and did not chuſe te 
Fear of the Lord. A moſt dreadful Text this is, i! 
SS ir be rightly conſider d; in the Day of their Viſi- 
N ration God called upon them to turn from their + |: 
CO 


evil Ways, and then they turn d a deaf Ear, and 
would not regard; bur afterwards, when rheir 
2 a0 Day of ael was paſt, and the Day of their Ex- 

bt al rremity was come, then they called upcn God for 


pe Mercy, and God would not regard them. It is a 
common Proveab amongſt us. 

wh Hie that will not whilſt he ma, 
ern ben he would he ſhall have naaxx. 
e This was the very Caſe of Eſau, he was a Hunts © 


ing and following his fleſhly Delights, when God 
was a calling him to Repentance; and then aſte- 
wards, when he would have repented, he was re- 
Mel jected; for he found no Place for Repentance, 


Su tho' he ſought it carefully with Tears, Heb. 13.27. 
' a] Now God may call long upon wicked Men oò0 
lovin turn, and be ſaved, both by his Word and by bis I 
E — So. 
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Spirit, bur they will not regard; but when th 
their Day of Salvation is ended, and they come ! 
lie upon their Death- beds, O! how they will thee," 
'cry out, Lord, pardon me; Lord, ſave me; Mercy" 

Lord ; Mercy, Lord ; ſome Mercy for Chriſt's ſake | ls 

| | But God may juſtly anſwer them ; No, Sinner; #0 ( 

5 Merey to be had; T once offered thee Mercy, but tho 

abuſeft it: and ſeeing thou wouldeFt not accept of il 
Mercy whilſt it j offered thee, therefaxe now thelfl - 

Door of Mercy is ſhut again$ thee fan ever. 8 I 
+. Secondly, My ſecond Uſe ſhall befor Matter ou 
Encouragement, to ſuch who are willing to comeſſWer 
in, and accept of the Terms of Mercy, but yet keep | 
off through many Doubts and Fears. e 

1 O, ſays one, Tam afraid my Day of Salvation io 

pia t already ;. and if ſo, all my Endenvours will be ini bſ 


vain; do whatT'tan, I ſhall never be accepted. ut 
Anſw. To anfwer this, I will give you this oneMnd 
Mark, whereby yeu may know whether yourſil 
Day of Salvation be paſt or no: You ſay, You 
are afraid that your Day of Salvation is paſt : Ie 
ſo, that is a good Sign that it is not paſt ; forſſſe c 
thoſe with whom their Day of Grace is paſt, they 
grow ſenſleſs of any ſuch Matter. Again, Don 
ou find ſometimes godly Motions ſtirring in you 
E the Spirit? Don't you find in you ſomerimes a 
Sorrow for Sin, after it is committed; and a De- 
fire ro leave Sin? Doth nor your Heart ſomes 
times melt, when you hear the Word preached? 
Have you not ſome Deſire to become a new Crea- 
ture? If fo, then your Day of Salvation is not 
vet paſt; for thoſe with whom the Day of Grace 
i paſt, they are given over to a ſenſleſs, hard and 
1 durarte Heart, that is neither moved with Mer- 
cies nor rerrified with Judgments; and, being gt 
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punt hep. 
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and Day of Salvation. 


| iven over to themſel ves, they run into all kind of 


ä 


ation is lengthned ou. ; 
O, but ſaith another, it may be, I am none of 
od's Eledt; and; if fo, then all my Endeavours 
vi be tom c ef 1:27 
Arſw. Whether a Man be Elected or not, that 
s not in his Power to know, and therefore he 
ught not to meddle with it; but you muſt un- 
eritand, that God decrees aright, for thoſe whom 
e hath elected, he hath abſolutely Decreed, that 
ey ſhall be j uſtified, Sanctified, and Saved: but 
hoſe whom God hath Reprobated, he hath not 
- inMbſolutely Decreed, that they ſhall be damned, 
ut hath left them to their own Choice, as Adam 
onefnd Eve was; and therefore their Damnation is 
ourFWilful of themſelves ; but whether you are Elect.. 
ould or not, if I may ſo ſpeak, if you repent, and 
Ie converted, you ſhallbe ſaved ; if not, youſhall _ 
damned: As many as do periſh, do not periſh 
cauſe they were not elected, but becauſe they 
ould not uſe the means in order to their Salva- 
n. 355 l 
es a O but, you will ſay, it may be, God will nut give 
Ve: 6 * to Repent, and without bis Grace 1 can do 
ed? 4yſw. Know, for your Encouragement, that 
dth you and every one elſe enjoys 4 Day of Salva- 
on: and this Day of Salvation is a Time of Af. 
(tance, as well as a Time of Acceptance: Mark |} 
ie Promiſe of Chriſt, Mat. Þ 7: Ark and ye fall | 
ez ſeeh and ye ſhall find ;, knock and it ſhalt. be 
ned unto you; For every one that asketh re. 
PR E - ceivethz 4 


US ickedneſs with greedineſs; and, as it ſeems, this 
not thy Caſe, as yet; ſo now, up, and cloſe 
„ech the Terms of, Mercy, whillt thy Day of Sal. 


32 
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ceiveth; and he that ſeeketh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it ſhall be openſe. IM 


Mark, Chriſt ſpeaks there nothing concerning 
Election, but every one, whoever he be that ask 
eth, ſeeketh, and knocketh for Grace, Pardon and 

| Mercy, and that in Seaſon, whilſt it may be hadf j 
{hall certainly be heard and accepted: But then. 
you mult be ſure to ſeek in Seaſon, for ſcekingK; 
out of Seafon, never yet found Succeſs. Now if 
Eſau had but ſought Repentance in earneſt whenlſ;- 
God called him to repent, then God would hav 
ſtrengthened and affiſted him, and alſo accepted# 
him; but he ſought for Repenrance when the Sea. 
fon of Repentance was gone, and that ruined hin+ 
for ever. Now mark this, whateve the 'Decredſh 
of Heaven be concerning you, yet if you are bu 

willing to leave your Sins, and do hcartily defi} 
Grace and Mercy, and earneſtly ſeek it by Praye 
and Supplication, and that in the Seaſon of GractÞ» 
whilſt ir is offered you; then, tho you can do noi 
thing of your ſelves, yet you ſhal! have Strengti 
and Aſſiſtance enough; for God will help yo 
Ohriſt will help you, and the Spirit will help you 
you ſhall have help from Heaven; and, throug 
the Spirit of Chriſt's ſtrengthening, you ſhall b 
enabled to go through with this great Work, an 
then you ſhall not only be afſiſted, but alſo a 
cepted and rewarded: But then you muſt be ſu 
to ſcek in Seaſon; in your Day of Salvation; fe 
if vou ſeek out of Seaſon, all your ſeeking a 
ſtriving will be in vain n 

Laſily, To conclude all with 4 Word or tu 
of Exhortation: Be exhorteg, as you geſire t 
Salvation of your Souls, to conſider ant im pro 
this precious Seaſen of Grace and Salvation” 

377282 reer dee, 14244... Wn 
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vorking out your Salvation, before it be too late: 
7 it is moſt dreadful to conſider, that God hatn 
llotted us but one ſmall Portion of Time, to do 
l that ever muſt be done for Eternity, and yet it 
mould be ſquandered away in Vanity and Foole- 
y : But, Friends, whatever you fee others do, /| 
Jo you in earneſt lay hold on this your Day of | 
:lvation, before it is gone: Seck ye the Lord now, 
hilft he may be found, and call upon himwhilſt heis \l 
ear. And, whilſt others ſpend their precious \ 
Time in Feaſting, Rioting, and in the Pleaſures 
of the Fleſh, do you ſpend your Time in Faſting, 
"raying, Repenting, and Suing out the Pardon 
ff your Sins, and making your Peace with God, 
Had, if you thus do, then at laſt, when. Time 
all ceaſe, and be no longer, you ſhall hear thar 
Wleſſcd Welcome proceed from the Mouth of 
hriſt, Well done, thou good and faithful Servant, 
racer into the Foy of thy Lord. Which the Lord of 
o nous infinite Mercy grant unto us all. Auen, | 
—_— 
yo 
you 


tou Te End of rhe Third SERMON. _ 
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TITER. — — : 
Rev. X. ver. v. and part of Ver. vi. 0 


done, enter upon a ſerious Conſideration upon p. 
tthoſe Matters which are contained in this BookJc.. 


Aud the Angel which 1 ſaw ſtand upon the Earth, bs 


; And ſwear by him that liveth for ever and ever, &c. 
' That there ſhould be Time no A ſu 


and apon the Sea, lift up his Hand towards Hea- 


Eloved Friends and Neighbours, I defire re 
you all to take this ſmall "Treatiſe intoſ it 
your Hands, and diligently read it over 
and over again; and when you have 


and lay them cloſe to your Hearts; and I hope 


A 

it will be a Means to tir you up in time, to lay 
hold on this your golden Seaſon of Grace, be 
best an end hog 
In my laft Treatiſe, concerning the Accepted \ 
Time and Day of Salvation, I was forced tg leave 1 
odut many Things that are of very great Weight: 55 
ada and Concernment, becauſe they could not be! 1. 
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The End of Time, Ke. 9 WM 


contained i in ſo fall a Diſcourſe : Andi it is great 
pity, that ſuch weighty Matters ſhould be loſt; Y 
and therefore, upon farther Conſideration of it, I 
have here entred upon another Subject, Which i- 
concerning The End of Time, and Beginning 24 1 
Eternity: Wherein I do-propoſe, through God's 2 : 
Aſſiſtance, to lay down thoſe weighty Concerns ' ll 
which I was forc'd to leave out in my other Trea- 3 | 
tiſe of the Accepted Time and Day of Salvation.; i 
And, I hope, through God's Grace, it wili be AM 3 
Occaſion of winning many Sculs, and aa A 
them home to God, who now ſquander: and trifte 
away their Time in meer Vanity; and that I ſhall 
Ido from theſe Words of the Angel, who wearing 
* with a loud Voice, By him that Iveth for ever . 1 
174 ever, That there ſhould be Time no longer. 1 b 
Now from this Place of .Sctipture L might buy 
6 down theſe Particular: 
I. The Deſcription of the Perſon, that. thus 
Iſwears, It was a great and mighty Angel came dowa. | 
c from Heaven, Ver. 1. 1 
eſire II. What it was he held i in his. Hand: lems: 
intoſ ſittje Book open. | e e EMA A 
Over III. Ris Geſture: He ſtood. ,  _. 4. © 5 
navel IV. Eis Manner of Standing : It was "with one 2 
Loy Fac upon the Earth, and the other upon che | 
22 = 
hop V. The n of his Voice: It was as b 4 
as when a Lyon: roareth. PD 
VI. As he ſpake: He life up = Hand toward: 


; IL lie poke with an-Oath : Be Sweat. gt Ts 
VIII. The Perſon by whom he Swears; that i is, 5 
Yun that liveth fur ever and ever. 2 
15 ids 3 The ho. Marr of of big Oath, or, 
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the Words which he uttered; that is, That there 
ſhouid be time no longer, = 
| Bat [ will paſs them all by, and inſiſt only upon 
che laſt, which are the Words that this great and 
mighty Angel uttered, and confirmed by an Oath, 
and Swears by no leſs than the great and glorious 
E God, by him that liveth for ever and ever: And 
ſpake them with an exceeding loud Voice; tlie 
F. Words were theſe, That there ſhould be Time no 
9 i onger.. 1 | 8 T | Wl 8 
be Doctrine that I ſhall raiſe from hence, is | 
| this: That at the Ende of this World, at the great 
EF and dreadful Day of judgment, Time and Op- 
portunity ſhall ceaſe and be no longer. 


From hence I ſhall lay down theſe Three or 
Four Things conſiderable? © © - 
I. What Time ſhould be no longer. 
2. When Time ſhould be no longer. 
3. The Reaſon why Time ſhould be no longer. 
And then, Laſtly, The Application. SIRE. 
In the firſt Place, I ſhall ſhew you, what Time 
t. ſhillbenolonger. And, in doing of this, I ſhall 
EF antiver an Objection which lies in my Way; that] « 
is, How that can be? Some may fay, that at the 
laſt Day, Time ſhall ceaſe, and be no longer: 
7 
. 


ö { 
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whereas it is faid, That then nothing ſhall remain 
but Time, and that Time ſhall wait upon Eter- 
niry; when all things in this World ſhall have 
an End, yet Time ſhall remain Kill, and ever ſhall] a2 
remain; it is impoſſible to put an End to Time x 
ast it is to put an End to God himſelf; Time runs] x 
parallel with the Life of God, it never had Begin þ 
ning, and never ſhall have End; Time and Eter : 


nity are linked together, ſo that we cannot ſpeak 
t ſpeak of the other 
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and ; Wega f "Eternity. | 


Time was before all Millions af ears that can 8 | 
though, audit ſhall remain rlitoughout all Ages: 4 
to come, even to all Eternity. ; 
Now to anſwer this When the: Angel ſwears, p 
that Time ſhould be no longer, he doth not mea 
Time conſidered in it ſelt; for that ſhall. remalll” i 
as long as Eternity endures, and ſhall never hays 
an End; And for Timg sto have an End, is A 
thing impoſſivle : But t take the Words in-t Heir i 
true Senſe and Meanings it is 1 1 
Time, which at the laſt Day 1 ceaſs and be 
no longer. 5 
1 ſhall name ſome of choſe Opportunities FE I 
Time, which at the End of the World wan 4 
and be no longer. 1 
I. The Time of Nature ſhall be no longet t 
was the Promiſe of God to Man, after the Flood, 
J Gen. 8. 22, That as long as the Earth: remaineth:: # 
Seed Time and Harveſt, Cola and Heat, Summer aud 
Winter, Day and Night ſhall not ceaſe : But at the 
end of the World, when the Earth, and all Thipgs _ 
Temporal ſhall be diflolved, chen all theſe ſhall 
ceaſe and be no longer : To every Thing, faith 4 
Solomon, there is a Seaſon, and a Time to every Pre- 
peſe under the Sun, Ecclel. 3.1, 2, 3, &c. A Time 
to be born, and 4 Time to die, a Time to plant, and 4 
a Time to puck up that which is planted; | &. 
But at the end of the World, all theſe; Seafons i 
and Opportunities ſhall end and be no longer t Þ 
then there ſhall be no mote. Opportunities of 4 
Planting nor Gathering, no more Sowing nor 
Reaping, no more Opportunities of Buying and 
Selling, all theſe Opportunities of Naas all þ 
then ceaſe and be no longer. 
* 5 var Lime of aur Aye here upon Fang 
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L ſhall be no longer 3 at the End of the VVorld, 12 
Haven and Hell ſhall contain the whole -VVorIld 10 
of Men and VVomen; either in Haven or Hellwe Ih 
mult abide for ever, but here upon Earth we | *! 
e bens 1 Wh 

Lavid prays, that God would ſpare him, that It. 
he may recover his ſtrength before he goes hence, and . e. 
e no more, Flalm 39. 13. That is, be no morein IE 
a2 Mortal Eſtate in this World. And Jeb 7,9, 18. 1 f. 
tb Clands carſumeth and vaniſheth away, ſo : || 9 
* denn to the Grave, ſhall come up no mere: I 
„ili return uo more to his Huſs: That is, his || fe 
©  Habication in this VVorld, and his Place here upon It! 
Earth, hall know him no more. So alfo 76 14. L 
14. Fa Mus dhe, ſhall he live again? That is, he 
E ſhall Live again in another VVorld, either in ever- | 1s 
laſtiag joys, or in everlaſting Torments, but he p 
© ſhall Live again no more in this VVorld. | ff 
III. The Time of the Ttibulations, Sorrows, - | ic 
Ek and Afﬀliftions of God's Children ſhall be no lon- 0 
ger: Now they are perſecuted by wicked Men: o. 
now they are llizhted, mocked at, ſcorned, and | fl 
abuſed ; now they have many a Temptation to | A 
titeive againit ; now the Devil rorments them with | al 
many Doubts and Fears, that their Sin ſhall never || 4c 

be pardoned, that God will never more be favou- in 

rable unto them: Alas! they are now fain to en- f1 
dure many Sorrows and Calamities, both ourward- 
ly ein their Bodies, and inwardly in their Souls. 2 
hut at the end of Time, there ſhall alſo be an tl 
end of all their Sorrows : Ten God ſhall wipe | BY 
away all Tears from their Eyes, and there ſhall be no | a 
wore Death, neither Sorrow; nor Crying, neither ſhall al 
there be any more Pain; for the former things are a 
| p42 ere, Rev. 24, 4, Then they Mall never et 
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|, | as many Millions of Years as tbere are Piles of 1 
4 Þ| Graſs, and Trains of Corn that is growing, ane 
e | has grown ſince the Creation of the World; and |} 
e then add to chem as many Millions of Years as 
chere has been living Creatures of all ſorts, from 
t I the beginning of the-V Vorld, and ſhall be to the 
4 end; and likewiſe add to them the Number of the 
n || Dults of the Earth, and the Sands upon the Se- 
5. | ſhore: Now, to one's thinking, all theſe Millions 
of Millions of Years will never be run gut; but, 
vet in time they will be ſpent and run out; yet, 
is | for all that we are not come to an End, no, nor to 
n | the Beginning of Eternity: Eternity is an infinite 
. | Durative, that ſhall never, never have an end. 
& | II. My Second Uſe ſhall be a Uſe of Reproof; # 


Is it fo, that at the End of Time, this golden Op-- 
gs || portunity of Grace will be at an end; and Time 
- | fhall ceaſe and be no longer; and after this ſmall 
s, | ſcantling of Time, here follows an Eternity, either Þ 
1- | of Joy or Torments? Then what ſhall we think © 
: | of thoſe that ſquander away theſe golden Oppor- 3 
d | tunities, in doing that which is worſe than nothing? 
o All the time that God is offering them Chriſt, Graca 3 
h | and Mercy, and calling upon them to repent, and 
r accept of Mercy offered ; all thar Time they waſte . ; 
1- | in totlowing their Luſt, grieving, his Spirit, deſpis 
1- | fing his Mercy, and abuſing his Goodneſs, * - 5 
J- | A great many among the poorer- Sort, ſpenda 
| great part of their precious Time in drudging in 
n | the World in carking Cares, and in labouring to 
pe | get a little of this World's Goods; and it may be, 
30 as foon as they have got a little together, they die 
i [and leave it behind them: They can riſe early, 
re [and work, and eat, and drink, and ſleep; and 


er | Chis is all that they can mind; they don't conſider, 
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that they have an immortal Soul to look after; J 
that they have an Eternity to provide for; they can I at 
= ſpare no time for theſe things that are of greateſt o' 
Concernment. Again, Others thergare, that have IL 
more Time than the poorer Sort; yet, Oh! How IP 
& dreadful it is to conſider, how their Time is ſquan- ar 
dered and waſted away! Some ſpend much of & 
their precious Time in unneceſſary Viſits, in fol- || G 
= lowing of Sports and Paſtimes, others waſte much I h. 
& of their precious Time at Cards and Dice, others || th 
in Feaſting and Drinking, in Rioting and Gaming; || if 
& ſome Ladies there are that waſte much of their | at 
precious Time, and Day of Salvation, in Drefling || of 
and Decking themſelves up in gawdy Attire, in I 
Pride and Wantonneſs. And thus, all the Time || to 
that God is calling, wooing, and beſeeching Pco- | W 
ple both by his Word and Spirit, to . repent and || Cl 
turn, and accept of Chriſt and Mercy; he offers ly 
& them better, ſweeter, and more durable Pleaſures, | W: 
than theſe Earthly Delights, if they will but hear- fit 
& ken to his Calls, and return: All this while they I to 
are Drinking, Gaming, and following the Plea- Je: 
ſuresof the Fleſh; and all the Perſwafions, and all de. 
the Warnings in the World, will not take them off Ithe 
from their ſinful Courſe of Life. Again, Others 
there are, when they are alone, yet then there is 
much of their precious Time waſted by them in 
E vain and ſinful Imaginations ; fo that God, and 
the Things of another World, is not in all their 
Thoughts. Ah! when they ate in Company, er. 
Oh! what a deal of Time is ſpent in vain and 
unprofitable Diſcourſe; but * Word to edife 
one another; nay, that which is ſaddeſt of all 
co conſider, is, that the Lord's Day, which is the es, 
moſt precious Seaſon in all the Week, Which is 
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Day in the Worſhip of God, in Reading and 
Praying, and godly Conference, in doing Good, 
- Þ and preparing our ſelves for Eternity. © 


f & On that day eſpecially, above all other Seaſons, 
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J Day to be kept holy to the Lord, in which we 
are not to think our own Thoughts, nor ſpeak -: 
tour own Words; but we ſhould ſpend the whole 
8 
N 


|- | God calls and earneſtly intreats Sinners, (both by 


h || his Word and Spirit,) to come in, and cloſe with 
rs | the Offers of Mercy, and proffers to help them, 


; lit they will but turn: And yet, tho that Day 3 
ir above all others, is the moſt golden Opportunity 
1g | of Grace, yet a great many do ſquander and 
in | waſte it away after a fad rate: They perhaps go 


ne to Church, and lend their Ears a While to the 


o- [Word, and then as ſoon as they come out of the 
1d Church, they are a Diſcourſing about their world- 
ly Affairs; nay, in many great Families, they 
es, | waſte their precious Time in a moſt {ad manner; 4 
ar- lit would grieve any godly and devout Chriſtian, - 3 
(as well as other 
2a- Seaſons) are waſted by many of them. They in- 


ey to behold how the Lord's-Da 


all Jdeed join together in going to Church, to hear 


ers [out then afterwards, when they come Home, 


is [there is ſcarce any thing ever heard from them, 


concerning the Sermon they heard, or concerning 


; [great part of ir, with their vain and unſavoury 
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off the Word Preach'd, and fo far they do well enough; 2 


any Matters of their Souls, but the Evening of the 
Lord's-Day, as. well as other Times, is filled up. A 
Diſcourſe, in Laughing and Jeſting, in telling off. 
Stories, and in telling of what News they have“ 
eard that Day; with theſe, and the like Diſcour- - 
es, they fill up their precious Time, when their 
is Piſcourſe ſhould be for what end they were ſent 
„ 3 ine 


Drinking. e ; 2; 
| lem, For ſo much Time waſted at Cards and]; 
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at the great Tribunal, if we waſte our Time thus, 
when we ſhall be called to a ſtrict Account, how 
we have ſpent every Hour of our Time; what 
Anſwer do we think to make, when there ſhall 


be ſo many Items brought in; As, 


Item, For fo much Time ſpent in vain and un- 


pr Ofitable Dfſcovrſe. . 
Lem, For ſo much 


n 


—— 


Time ſpent in Feaſting and 


ſpent in | Pride arid 


Lien, 


6 
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y Item, For ſo much Time ſpent in Idleneſs  * 
f (But, Item, For ſo much Time ſpent in Self- 
1, Lexaminatien, in Repenting, Faſting, Praying, and 
„ [| Godly Conference;) Oh! How®*ſhall we be able 
a to Anſwer this before the great Judge? 1 
e Now for Pagans and Heathens, whe-know not 
y God, nor of a future State, for them to waſte their © 


. Time in Fleſhly Luſt, is not ſo much. Bur we Þ} 
1, | that live under the Goſpel, under the Calls of God, 
it I under the Striving of his Spirit, ynder the Offers } 
4 Jof Grace: For us to waſte our golden Seaſon of Ri 
| Grace in following our carnal Delights, in Deaf- | 
e. f ning our Ears to his Call, in grieving his Spirit,. 
i || and abuſing hi: gracious Offers of Mercy: For us 
to do it; Oh! How fad and dreadful will our 
x | Doom be at laſt ; we above all others ſhall have 
a, | tbe hotteſt Place in Hell. Oh! Itis a id Conſide-. . | 
i | ration for wicked Men to think of, that when 
'e | they come to Hell, then they will cry out, Oh! f 
\4 | That I had ſpent my Time better; Oh! That! 
11 | had in Time hearkned to the Calls of God, ang 
obeyed the Motions of his Spirit; Oh! the ma- 
e. Iny Days and Nights that I have ſpent in Rioting 

is. | and mari, Oh! The many Hours, that I 
A conſumed in Playing and Gaming : If I had but 
at | {pent all that Time in examining my Heart and 
111 | Life, in Faſting, in Praying, and in Repenting,n Þ} 
| weeping for my Sins, in Beg: ing for Pardon and |} 
in- Mercy, for the ſake of Chriſt, in ſtriving to help Þ} 
. | others, with me, in the VVay to Heaven, and in 
ad | labouring to work out my own Salvation; 4 
I If I had but thus ſpent my Time, where might | 
ng | dow have been; I ſhould never have been here | 


in this dreadful Place; but now I ſhould have 
been amongſt yonder Saints, vejoicing 9 : 
AS 5 3 ng. 


7 
i 


P-.. 
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4 phing with thein in Glory : Oh! That the Timeſtbe 
v4 paſt could but be called back again, and the IEtet 
Years that I have ſo vainly ſpent; Oh! That Ii 


— 


could be admitted once more into the Aſſembly off=i'? 
God's Saints; Oh! That God would try me once er 
more with the Means of Grace, (though 1 Iivedland 
by nothing but by Bread and Water;) Oh! Ho me 
I would contemn the World, and the Vanities 
thereof; all the Temptations, Baits, and Allure. Hon 
ments, that the World, the Fleſh and the Devil / 


can afford, ſhould never more be able to draw mel“ 


8 "Ro R ; Ln os i thc * 
4 1 —— — — ar ae N 1 


into Sin! Oh! How ſtrictly, how holy, and how Yet 
purely would I live Oh! It would make one's it b 
Heart even to ake, to conſider what lamentable ] 
Outcries theſe damned Souls will then make: Bel 
But, alas! now God tries them one Sabbath andi 
another Sabbath, and then another; he tries them Tit 
one Year, and then another Year; Year after tha 
Year they are called upon, both by God's Meſſen- I! 

ers, and by their godly Friends, to repent, and" 
e converted: How often have they offered Grace loy 
and Mercy in the Word, and by the Spirit, and lo- 05 
vingly intreated to accept it? How often are they Vn 
told, aiid told again, what will become of them, be 
if they conſume their precious Time in fleſhly Luſt JO 
and Pleaſures; and yet all the Perſwaſions, and _ 
all the Warnings in the World, will not prevail; ch 
nay, it the Meſſengers of God, and all their godly 1 
Friends and Neighbours, did fall on their Knees tot 
them for the ſake of Chriſt, that died for them, 
that they would take pity upon their poor Souls 
and forſake their wicked Courſes, and ſeek for 
Mercy and Pardon, before it. be too late; But all. 


the Means in the World will not prevail witl 50 


9 


them. And yet when Time is at an end, anc 


* 
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nefſthe Gate of Mercy is ſhut, and nothing but an 
Eternity of Torments is before them, then they li! 
wring their Hands, and gnaſh their Teeth; and 
cry out, Oh! that I had been reformed, when 1 
were ſo often called upon by God's Meſſengers, 
and my godly Friends; Oh! that God would try 
3 me once more. Sure if the Devil did not bewitch YN 
lee cople, certainly they could never do as they do: 
re. Hom often, faith Chriſt, wonld I have gathered ye 
vill ether, as 4 Hen gathereth her Chickens under her 
mel Vings, but you would not, Matt. 25. 31. I hope 
ow you Will conſider of theſe things in time, before 
e e 
biel III. My Third Uſe ſhall be of Expoſtulation: 
ce: Beloved Friends, you ſee here how the Angel 
ind H vears by him that liveth for ever and ever, that 
em Le ſhall be no longer. What is the Reaſon then 
ter that you will not be perſwaded to take hold of 
en- { ime, in ſeeking of Mercy and Reconciliation 
nd} with God, before it be too late? Oh! how þ 
acellovingly God expoſtulates with his People, Jer. 
lo-II3. 27. Oh ! Fernſalem, wilt thou not be made clean | 
ney 08'!: when /allit . 550 
m,] Thus he expoſtulates with every ſtubbcrn re- 
uſt bellious dinner; Oh! Sinner, when wilt thou be 
ndl made clean? Why wilt thou not repent and be 
ay Crit Farden and Peace, and thou not accept of 
stolthe Offer? How long ſhall I ſtand waiting for 
m.lthy Repentance, and thou continueſt in thy Impe- 
ulsInitency, and wearieſt my Patience, and wilt not 
forlturn? How long ſhall I ſtand proffering thee Mer- 
alley and Pardon, and thou deſpiſe it? What is tbe 
vich Reaſon that no Means will work upon thee?s 
and How often have I ealled upon thee by my Word. 


_ 
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and wooed thee by my Spirit? How often have 
_. fought to allure thee with Mercies, and terrifie thee 
with Judgments, and have given thee W arning 
after Warning, and yet nothing will prevail? |; 
the Loſs of thy immortal Soul, the Loſs of Heal the 
ven and everlaſting Life, ſo ſmall a Matter with no 
thee, that thou Go it no more? Is it nothingJuP 
to endure everlaſting Burnings ? Is it nothing toY 2 
lie amongſt Devils in the Lake of Fire and Brim. ] ne. 
ſtone ? For my part, I deſire not thy everlaſting Iv 
Miſery, but had rather that thou wouldeſt in G0 
Time accept of Mercy, that thou mayeſt be fa 
ved; if I had any Delight in thy Damnation, Th 
thou hadſt been in Hell. long before this time; 
had never ſtoud waiting upon thee ſo long as 
have done, ſuffering thee to grieve my Spirit, tc 
tire my Patience, to turn my Grace into Wanton 
neſs, to trample under Foot the Blood of my dea 
Son, that was ſhed to waſh away thy Sins; If 
had delighted in thy Damnation, I had never cal. 
led upon thee ſo often as I have done, to turn and 
live, I had never given thee ſo many Warning 
zs I have done: Oh! Sinner, do I deſerve this 
| unkind Dealing at thy Hands, that thou ſtill abu 935 
ſeſt my Mercy and Goodneſs : when wilt thou 85 
return to me, with a full Reſolution to leave th“ 
Sins, and become a new Creature, and accept of thi 
Mercy offer d ? When ſhall that Time come; OhJ © 
When ſhall it once be? It is ſuch a Time as would 
rejoyce the Angels to behold it. Pf 
And, Friends, is it not a great deal better, to bg _ 
+ a Joy to Angels, than to be a Laughing ſtock tg 
Devils? Oh! Friends, if all theſe loving Expofn 
ſtulations will not prevail with you, 1 know no in 
what, will: What could God have done . | 


— —_— 


32 


and Begi nning of Eternity. 


you, than he hath done, when you have deſpiſed 
Ihis Mercy offered, and deafned your Ears againſt 
his Calls? Yet God d th not preſently cut you off, 
J but he ſpares you, and tries you another Year, an 

then another; and when you ſtill refuſe, and will 


upon you, and the Me 


{aid or done more. 


can do, whether by them you will be ſtirred up 


hou 
th 


- of)  1- Conſider, firſt, how precious your Iime in 


E Tn. how precious their Time is, until they 
xpoPome to the End of it, and when once Time is at 
# . 4 ky | | 
e foPinners enquire, what they ſhall do to 


* : % hs. W 
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not repent, then, 1t may be, God ſends Sickneſs 
enger of Death to warn 
you; and then, it may be, you reſolve to lead a a 
Inew Life, then you will become a new Creature; 
I will henceforth lead a new Life, if it would pleaſe 
God to reſtore me once more to my former Health, 
[ will never more ſpend my Time as I have done: 
Then it may be God tries you again with-a new _ 
Life; but now all theſe Purpoſes and Promiſes are 
forgot, and you are as bad, if not worſe, than you 
were before: Now if neither Calls nor Invitati: 
ons, if neither Mercies, nor Judgments, nor 
Warnings will prevail, I know not what can be 


IV. My Fourth Uſe ſhall be a Uſe of Motive: 
f all theſe Expoſtulations will not prevail, I Will 
lay down ſerious Conſiderations, to move you to 
Ja timely Repentauce; and I will try what they 


1 % 


— , 


to the Improvement of your Golden Seaſon of 
Grace before it be at an End, and be no longer. 


h this World is, it is far more precious than Gold 3 ©} 
duldow all the Gold, all the Riches, and all the Tre. 
' Pures in this World, cannot purchaſe one Minute 
o bf Time when it is gone and paſt; People dont 


* 
” 
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an End, O then they know the Worthof jt; No 
& away. 3/4 3 , 
94 55 1 j 


' 
* * 1 1 o 
5 ; , by 2 
* + 1 * 8 ” 
— + " * _— _ 
. 7 
R * * = N 
* ds. 6 9 * n 
i — 7 WI 0 ” - 6 SP 


A 


4 Fs | 
dls a U 


* 
„ 


2 


1 — e 2 8 | I ” _ 3 1 
118 *' The End of Time, 


n.. 


a 


their Time? Time is ſo plenty with them, that \ 
they know not what to do with it; tho' they have || { 
t many ſinful Luſts to mortifie, ſo many Corrup- Ib 
tions to ſubdue, ſo many Sins to repent of, Chriſt Ju 
to get an Intereſt in, and their Pardon to ſue out, n 
and i<mptations to ſtrive againſt, ſo much work tos 
* do for Ged and their own Souls; and the Souls of 
others, and yet they know not how to ſpend thcit Ia; 
Time, Ay, but when once they come to lie upon 8 
their Death- Beds, and ſee nothing before them but q 
an Eternity of Miſery: Oh! then they will prize I h. 
Time after another rate, then they would give ten! 
*  thoufand Werlds, if they had them, but tor one] b. 
Lear, or but for one quarter of a Year of that timeſſ n- 
but know the Worth of Time as much 2s theyfſ he 
will do then, then they would away with their ;, 
Cards and Dice, and other Paſtimes, and they pe 
would ſpend every Minute of it to the beſt advan] to 
tage they can for their Souls eternal Welfare. E. 
2. Conſider, How dangerous it is to ſquander 
and waſte away this your precious Time in fleſh of 
Iv Luſt and Pleaſures; it may be you think of re. I jo; 
penting hereafter, when you come to lie upon youtſ ſaf 
Deathk-Bed, but who knows but that you may due are 
_ ſuddenly, as many do without the leaſt ſpace tof ey, 
repent ;, and beſides, it is a Madneſs for any toff an, 
. think to do that great Work in an inſtant of Timeſ if 
when Time 18 at an end, which is enough to filſ po- 
vp their whole Time: But ſuppoſing you ſhould yo 
| | havea Breathing-ſpaceat the Day of Death, ye, 
Who knows how long the Seaſon. of Grace mall bea 
continue? . Behold, faith the Apoſtle, om 7s tht 
accepted Vim '! behold, now is the Day of Salvation 


.. 2.Cor, 6, 2. It is now that Sd calls, and offer 
deen J 2 0 OS 


” - 
. Perm 


bear this at your Hands? 3 i 
4. Conſider, That your Accepted "Time, and 


— 


3 


you his Spirit to afliſt, and help you, and promi- 
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les to accept you, if you will but come at his Call, | 


before he hath given you over to your (elves ; Goa . 


who-offers you Grace to Day, it may be, he will 
not offer it again to Morrow, 


gave them this Anſwer: That if when he lay a 
dying he did but ſay Three Words of Repentance, 
he ſhould do well enough. Theſe Three Words 
| ſuppoſe, was to be, Lerd have mercy upon me 
but on a certain Time, as he was riding over a 
narrow Bridge with his Horſe, his Horſe flipt, 
and fell in with him, and after ſtruggling a while, 
he was heard to ſpeak theſe Three Words, Devil 


take All, Theſe were his Three Words of Re- 


pentance. It is therefore exceeding dangerous, 


Ito put off our Great Work, until Lime is at an 


F 


3 Conſider, That the Seaſon ald Opportunity *? 
Jof Grace, is the greateſt Mercy tat we can en- 
it is ſuch a Mercy as was never vouch- . - 
lafed to the fallen Angels: Thus Goa's Mercies 
are renewed to us every Morning; becauſe he 
every Morning gives us, as it were a New Life, 
| and a new Opportunity of Grace: And, Friends, 
if you ſquander and trifle away ſuch golden Op- 
1 portunities, as Gcd hath put into your Hands, 
you trample under Feet one of the choiceſt of 
1 God's Mercies; and do you think, that God will 


joy; 


1 


ge Of 
es 


J>caſon of Grace, is continually a ſpending, whe- ""Y 
4 ther you improve it well or not „ Time is con- 
W SO i. 


. 


mor 
— 8 


J have read a ſad 
Story of an Extravagant young Man, who being 
often admoniſhed by his godly Friends to repent, 
and reform his wicked Life, he prefumptuouſly * 


* 
1 
1 
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way 
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continually paſſing away; it will not ſtay for you, C 
whilſt you are a following your finful Pleaſures, I a 
and a wearying God's Patience, but it is conti Im 
nually haſtning away; when once the Sun is up, E 
it keeps its Courſe, and never ceaſes going on, ly 
until it is gone down; when once a Candle hl E 
lighted, it keeps continually burning, until it ire 
done; when once a Glaſs is turned, it never cea- 1a 
Aes running until it is out; ſo ſoon as a Man is} 10 
born, God doth immediately put an Opportunity] bi 
of Grace into his Hands, and then it paſſes, andi is 
keeps paſſing away, and never ceaſes running, un- at 
til it is at an end; one Day follows another, one 
Sabbath follows another, and fo time keeps run - 0! 
ning on, until, at laſt, it will ceaſe, and be no] ti 
„„ 5 
F. Conſider, How dreadful your State will be ta 
_ at laſt, if Time ſhould be at. an End, before you f 
have made your Peace with God: If whilit you] * 
are ſinning away your precious Time, God ſhoulc 
clap a Curſe upon your Souls, and {wear in his 
Wrath, that you ſhall never enter into his Reſt B 
and ſo ſhut againſt you the Door of Mercy fo C 
_ ever. Oh! what a dreadful Condition will yo hi 
be in then! Then it had been good for you if * 
you had never been born! Then you may knocly Ut 
at the Gate of Mercy too late, as the fooliſh Vir H 
gins did; ſaying, Lord, Lord open to us: But thi fo 
Lord will ſend you away, with this dreadful Sen at 


fence, 1 know ye not, aepart from me ye Workers ( W 
Taiquity, That is the moſt dreadfulleſt Place th 9; 
is to be found in the Goſpel ; read and tremb fo 


ar it; it is in Crake 19. 42. As ke arew nigh to J 
ruſalem, he licked upon it, (bur it was with Tea 


* 


in his Eyes,) he wept over it, ſhinꝑ, F ht * pe 
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0. Chriſtian that 1s tully bent and reſolved after Grace 
and Holineſs, be longs and deſires for the Attain- 
iti. | ment of his Holy Ends, the whole Frame of his 


ap, Heart is ſet that Way; and therefore he preſent- j 


ly ſets about the Work without delay. Indeed, a 
Hypocrite has many Purpoſes and Reſolutions to 


lays and puts off from one time to another, being 
loath, for the preſent, to part with ſweet Sin, with 


is not a firm and ſetled Reſolution, his Purpoſes 
are unſound and hypocritical. 
There was one, Luhe 9. 61. who made a kind 
Jof a Refolution to follow Chriſt ;- but this Reſolu- 
tion was not for the preſent, he begged Liberty 
to go once more to his finful Companions, and 


follow thee, but let me firſt go and bid them fare- 
wel, which are at home at my Honſe. This ſhews, 


it was to follow Chriſt: Therefore, in ſetting his 
Hand to the Plough, by making a Reſolution to 


which are at home at my Houſe, 


5 any 
; 


his beloved Luſt, which ſhews, that his Reſoluticn 1} 


take his Leave of them: Lord, ſaith he, I will 


follow Chrift, and yet looking back with Pleaſure 
and Delight upon his old finful Courſe of Life, he 
was not fit for the Kingdom of Heaven; as our 
Saviour tells him, Ver. 62. Lord, faith ke, I wilt 
follow thee, but let me firſt go and bid them farewel, | 


Thus a wicked Man, when he is.intreated. an £2 
ad] perſwnaded by, a Miniſter of God's Word, or by 


P 
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repent, and become 2: new Creature; but he de- 


that his Purpoſe and Reſolution was not Gncere, 
he made a kind of Reſolution to follow. Chriſt. 
But here lies the Caſe, there was not a thorough {1 
Change wrought in, him, he had not roored out 
his beloved Sin; the Frame and Bent of his Heart 
4 was more towards the following of his Luſt, than 


. 
Ps N 
' 
2 
1 
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any of his Godly Relations, to repent and for: refo 
| fake his evil Practices, and to lead a new Life; vice 


qe ule rh 
f 


follow Chriſt : He has Friends at ome at his 
Houle, and he muſt firſt go and take his leave off Wi 
| they, and make one merry Merting more amore 
them, and enjoy a little more of their Jovial Com {0] 
pany, and then he will follow Chriſt. The Cove- fre 
tous, he muſt have leave firſt to purſue after J Fs 


ſen 


— 


he, perhaps, under theſe Godly Admonitions ben 


makes fair Promiſes, and has ſome Purpoſcs and put 
Reſolutions to repent, and become a new Cres. eve 
ture; and yet, notwithſtanding theſe Purpoſes andin) 


Reſolutions, he has many delays and Put-offs, be ch 
cauſe his Heart remains fill wedded tv his Luſt. Lo 
The Drunkard, he promiſes, that he will return gr 
and follow Chrilt ; but he takes leave firſt to gef fh 


once more to the Ale-houſe, and take leave oflef 


his drunken Companicns, and take one merry Lr 
Cup more with them, and then he will come and} 8"! 


little more of this World's Goods, and then he wille 


1 follow Chriſt. The Voluptuous, he muſt havel he 


leave firſt to partake a little more of the ſweet off / 
Sin, he muſt enjoy a little more of his beloved!“ 
Pleaſure, he muſt down with one ſweet Morſel fo 


more, and then he will follow Chriſt. ve 


Thus, Sin is fo ſweet unto a wicked Man, theſ to 
World and the Fleſh is fo bewitching, that not 


withſtanding a Sinner's fair Promiſes and Purpo lu 
ſes to repent, and turn to God, that by theſe he i 
| kindred of putting any thing into practice, but al 
procraſtinates and puts off from one time to ano 
ther, until perhaps Time is at an End, before bq®7 

5 as done any thing in order to his Eternal Salva 
"DOB: 


But a Chriſtian that is fully and firmly reſoll © 
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for · Ireſolved to dedicate himſelf to the Lord, and his Ser- 
jfe vice, ſo that the whole Frame cf bis Heart is 
ons bent that way, he is fo tar from delaying and 
andi putting eff from one time to another, that he is 
rea. leven Reſtleſs, and can find no Contentment in a- 
andny thing he Enjoys, until he has got an Intereſt in 
de IOhriſt, until he has got ſome Aſſurance of the 
uſt [Love of God, and the Pardon of his Sins; it 
urn! grieves him to the very Heart, to think that he 
gof ſhould be fo wild aid fooliſh, a to waſte ſo much 
> officf his precious Time, as he has done, in fleſhly 
rry Luſt, in abuſing Cd's Mercy and Goodneſs, and 
and grieving bis Spirit; in that he has made a good 
and gracious G wait upon him ſo many Years, - - 
e off whilft he continued to run on in a Courſe of Re- 
»MfÞcllion againſt him. And therefore he now re- 
on olves, through the Grace of God aſſiſting Him, 
pve from this Time forward, to bid an «verlaſting | 
er af Farewel to his beloved Sin, he now fully reſolves |} 
willl to continue no longer in his ſinful Courſe of Life; 
gavel he is ready to cry out with 8 Auguſtine, How 
t off g [ball J fay, Zo Morrom, To Morrow; . why (hall 
ved not this Day be the Day of my Converſion ?-He there- 
rſell fore, without delay, fets about the Work of Con- 
verſion ; he now begins to beg, labour, and ſtrive 
thel to work out his Salvation. 
not]. Thus a Chriſtian's Reſolution is a preſent Reſo- 
pollution. $71. 119243}, Went: 
ge i Thirdly, and Laftly, A Chriſtian's Reſolution is 


1 


bulla ſetled and deliberate Reſolution. 

no He doth not, as many do, take up à fuddain 

e bd and- inconfiderate Reſolution, to follow Chriſt; 

Iva] But he diligently conſiderjn᷑]ĩ;³ 
I. What it might coſt him to be a thorough _ 

eſoll[ Chriſtian; the Death of his beloyed Sin, that he 
vel —— ae Rs | _ knows 
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knows it muſt cot bin, te knoms he muſt 
. with every Sin even with his moſt Fleſh-pleaſing 


all theſe Things before he enters upon his Chr 
ſtian Courſe, leſt after he has gone far with 


falls away, and ſo his latter End be worſe than 


j 
1 
i 
1 
* 


intending to build a Tower, ſitteth not down fir ſi. 
and counteth the Cost, whether he have ſufficient uu, 


not be my Diſciple, Ver. 33. Many bave gone 
far with Chriſt; ſo far as their Intereſt lay wit 
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part 


tal 


Sin for Chriſt, or elſe he can't be no true Chri 
ſtian: But he conſiders, that it may coſt him th U. 
Loſs of his Credit and good Name, the Loſs of“ 
Liberty, nay, the loſs of his Life, 
Now a penitent Sinner confiders diligently «ff 


Chriſt, Perſecution comes, and he Apoſtatize and 2 
his Beginning : What Man, ſaith our Saviour, 5 


= . ny 4 y { 
fiſh it, leſt happily after he has laid the Foundaticalſ's 
and is not able to fimſh it, all that behold him 5 
begin to mock him, Luke 14. 28, 29, $0 whoſolſc 


[ 


ever, ſaith he, forſaketh not all that he hath, can. led 
hin 


the Intereſt of Chriſt ; but when the Intereſt of up! 
Chriſt, and their own Intereſt croſt, then they 1100 
have apoſtatized and fell. away. But on the con Dit 


trary, a wiſe Chriſtian, before he enters upon Ape: 
new Life, he firſt ſets down and counts the Coſt ; 
he confiders upon Peter, how ſadly he fell when 


On 


| on 


Chriſt had left him unto himſelf, notwithſtand To 
ing his ſtrong Reſolution ; ſaying, I all /ſhoully | 
deny thee, yer will not J; therefore he dares. nol 1 
pope and reſolve in his own Strength, for Ig .. 
nows himſelf to be very weak, and cannot mond 


one ſtep towards Heaven, without Divine Al 


ſiſtance ; therefore he is Night and Day in ear: ef 


gneſt Prayer to God, for Strength from Heaven fo. 
x and ſo in the Strength of Chriſt he is r Aae and 


— 
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art zke him for better and for worſe, he is reſolved 
eo run all Hazards with him, he is reſolved to 
ui venture all for him, to venture the. Loſs of a good 
cthq Name, the Loſs of Liberty, and the Loſs of Life 

it ſelf; as he expects ro reign with Chriſt, ſo he 


>0 


Feſolves to chooſe him with all his Offices, as a 
rn rophet to inſtruct him, as A King to reign over 
Bn him, and rule in him, as a Saviour to fave him 
4 a from Sin, as well as from Puniſhment; he is re- 
5 ſolved to off with his Right hand Sins, and out 
a vith his Right-eye Sins; he is reſolved to ſpare 
ino Sin but to ftrive againſt it, watch againſt 
fir ir, and fight againſt it with all his Might : He is 
* "Frefolved to take Chriſt as he is offered upon Self- 
Fen denying Terms; he is reſolved to give up himſelf 
Body and Soul to Chriſt, to walk with him, to 
eſſuffer with him, and todie ul in, if he be cal 
Med thereunto; he is reſolved to forſake all for 
onJhim that ſtands in Competition with him, and 
* ſo to live by Faith, and reſt fully and wholly, 27 
her pon his Word and Promiſe for Eternal Salva- 
tion; he is reſolved to follow Chriſt through all 
-e Difficulties and Dangers, through Sufferings and 
an Perſecutions, through Life and Death, until he { | 
"he {comes to reign with Chriſt in Glory. | } 
nei Thus have I done with the firſt Thin conſide- 
able, What the Reſolurion of a Chriſtian is; I | 
uſt be very brief in what follows . \ 
| 1! The Reaſon of the Neceſſity of this Reſo- | x 
lution. Now for a Chriſtian to make a ſettled | | 


wy ind firm Reſolution is very neceſſary: 


" each, . Becauſe, that until a Man ſets a firm and full a | 
den Peſolution to turn to God, he is in à ready way 
4 eh fall dy every Temptation; he is apt to put of 


ould 
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Fil Hable to give himſelf more and more Liber. 


| Reſolution gf every true Chriſtian, a ſetled, firnſ the 
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led and firm Reſolution to turn to God, he wetfth 
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ty to all kind of Wickedneſs, to let the Bridle cc 


looſe to his Luſt; nay, until a Man comes unto R 


a full and ſetled Reſolution, he lies in the ready lat 


| Roadto open Prophaneneſs, and to the neglect off h. 


God and Holy Duties: and when he performs] th 
Duties, it is with ſuch Coldneſs and Formalit y, ar 


Zs if he cared not whether he performed them orf at 


no. But when a Man comes to a reſolved Point, l 6 
when the whole Frame and Bent of his Heart 80% 


fer toward Chriſt and Holineſs, then there willl 
appear earneſt Endeavours after the Thing reſol-J y; 
ved upon : When once a Sinner' comes to be re- 


folved, then he delays no longer, but immedi-l p. 


ately ſets about the Work of Converſion ; then hef ls 
is upon his Watch, and puts on the whole Armour 5; 


of God, and ftrives, and fights againſt Sin andſ ſe 


ſpiritual Wickedneſs. This was the Reſolutionſ e; 
of Job, Job 31. 1. I made 4 Covenant with mint uf 
ceyes,; why then ſeh 

be had ſaid, J have reſolved and made a Civenant] th 
nith my ſelf, as much as in me lies, to avoid Ali 
l Temptation to Sin; why then ſhiuld Irun my ſel 
ixto Temptation? This alſo was the Reſolution ol 


ould I think upon a Maid? As il R 


David, Pſalm 39. 1. 1 ſaid Iwill take heed to m 
Ways, that 1 Sin not with my Tongue, 1 wi 
keep my Month with a Bridle, And this is the 


and fincere Reſolution is a great Enemy to Si 
and Satan. „ 

2. This ſetled and firm Reſolution is neceſſarſup 
to Repentance, becauſe it is the firſt Step to Reſotl 
pentance. A Man may do many things in ordef He 
<0 a Work of Converſion, yet if he have not a ſetſelo 
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r- as good do nothing. But 'when once à Man 
Ile 8 to ſer up a ſetled, firm, ſincere and heart 4 
of Reſolution, to cleave fully and wholly totheLo ls 
dyÞ and to reſign up all the Faculties of his Soul to 
offf him, then the Work is more than half done. A 
ms[| the other Duties of Chriſtianity will ſeem Eaſie 
ty,land Pleaſant. David, he reſolved and twore, 
orf and therefore he would perform: 7 have ſworn, 
nt, faith he, and therefore will perform, that I will lee 
t is thy Statutes, Plalm 119. 15. | 
will Thus much for the Doctrinal Part; I ſhall be 
ol-f very ſhort in the Applicatioo . op 
re-] There is but one Uſe that I ſhall make of this 
edi- Point, and that ſhall be a Uſe of Exhertation: 
1 hey Is it fo, that whatever the People of 7/#ae/:gid; - 
our} Foſhue was reſolved that he and his Houſe wilt 
terve the Lord? Why, beloved Friends, let mw 
tion exhort you, nay, let me intreat you all to enter 
21.4 upon a full, firm, preſent, ſetled and deliberate 
As 11] Reſolution, that you and your Families will ſerve © 
nan the Lore. . 330 
1 4 In the firſt Place, make a firm Reſolution, to 
| ſelſgive up your own ſelves to the Lord, and his Ser-. 
n Of vice; let the Men of this World do what they A 
0 M pleaſe; if they will not be reform'd let them take 
their Courſe; if they are fo in love with Hell and 
5 thq Damnation, ſo that they will run headlong thi- 
firing ther, let them take their Courſfme. 
o SM] But, my dear Friends, into whoſe hands this little hi 
, Book ſhall come, do you ſincerely reſolve to give 
eſlarJup your ſelves to the Lord, and his Service; ik 
) KReſothers will be for Hell, do you reſolve to be for 
ordeſfHfeaven; whatever it coſt you, reſolve to cleave 
a ſetſeloſe to the Lord in Oppoſition-to the Malice of .. 
Werſthe Devil, the Inticements of the Fleſh, 'and the - 
i DEALER 8 Te al 
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|  T'emptations of this wicked Werld. If wicked 
Men ſhould intice and ſeek to draw you into Sin || © 
with them, do not yield, but rather anſwer them || ”/ 
as Joſeph did his Miſtreſs, Hew can 1 do this great | 
[ 3 and Sin againit Gid ? Gen 39. 9. If at | ” 
any Lime any of your old finful Companions do b1 
intice, perſwade, and intreat you to go with them P 
to Drinking, Gaming, or any other vile Exerciſe, fo 
reſolve with your ſelves, never to yield ro none of || 7? 
their 1 Arguments; labour to obey the || < 
. Counlel of Solomon, My Son, if Sinners intice thee, 7 
conſent thou ne. 5 J 
Friends, Be exhorted now to make a firm and || 7* 
|| ſtrong Reſolution againſt all Difficulties, and Dan- 
gers, and Oppoſttions, dedicate your ſelves, Soul te 
and. Body, to the Lord; let others chuſc what they de 
will, do you chuſe the Lord for your Portion, in * 
all his Perſonal Relations, and in all his Eſſential I r* 
Perfections, reſolve to take him as a boly God, || be 
2s a Sin-hatirig God, and labour to be Hoh, even | _ 
4 he is Holy, 1 Pet, 1. 16. And reſolve to chuſe | & 
the Laws of Chriſt, as your Rule and Pattern; bc 
I have, ſaith David, ſtuchto thy Teſtimonies, Thave | M 
lf \ inclined my Heart unto thy Statutes always, even to Cl 
db ena, Plalm 119. 31. Reſolve to take Chriſt in f £0 
All his Offices, in all his Inconveniences, reſolve ] Fc 
to run all Hazards with him; be exhorted now} * p 
without delay, to bid an everlaſting Farewel to th 
all your Sins; and from henceforth make a-firm dr 
Covenant with thy Body and Soul to be his, ſay- Tt 
ing, Lord, 1 do here lament, and am heartily grie- an 
ved, that 1 bave ſpent ſo much of my Time in Rebel. in 
Bion againſt thee; and in conf of Ways of Sin: in 
= but 1 do here, from this Time forward, firmly re otue th 
\ 10. bid an utter Defiance to all en Lond iy 8 
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n | Grace enabling me, now covenant with thee to be 
n || thine, and to forſake all that is near and dear unte 
ne in this World for. thy ſa I am reſolved never 
tore to yield my ſelf a Servant to Sin and Satan, 
out to watch againſt all Temptation, whether | 
mn || Proſperity or Aaverſity, but I do reſolve to take thee | 
e, for my Portion and Happineſs, promiſing and vowing 
oro ſerve thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the 
ie | Days of my Life; and I agfpre;jwlly reſalve to chuſe * 
Telus Chrift as the Way tothe Father, and to table 
my Lot with him, and to run all Hazards with him, 
nd || reſting upon him alone, in his Way for Salvation. 
n. | Secondly, Reſolve not only to give up your ſelves 
ul to the Lord, but reſolve to uſe your utmoſt En- : 
ey | deavours, that all under your Charge may like» 
in | wiſe ſerve. the Lord; #5 John here did, not only * 
iz] | reſolve to ſerve the, Lord himſelf, but he reſolved 
xd, | both, he and hi Houſe ſhould ſerve the Lord. 
en | So, my Friends, you that are Houſholders and 
ſs | Governours of Families, let me exhort you to la- 
rn; | bour to ſet up the Worſhip of God in your Fa- 
7ve | milies; though you cannot inſpire Grace into your | 
to] Children and Servants, yet you may labour to 
in | convince them of their Sin and Miſery by Nature, 
ve] you may. reprove them, and inſtruct and teach 
ow | them in the Principles of Religion, and join witn 
to] them Ken and holy Exerciſes, Oh! it is 
irm | dreadful to conſider, that there ſhould be fo man 
ſay-Thouſand Families in the World, that are ungedi7 
rie- and prophane Families; many Governours of: Fa. 
bel. milies can take Care, that their Servants riſe early © 3 
Hin: in the Morning, and go about their Work, 
Glvel they can take Care that they be diligent about 
thy] thetr Buſineſs, but they take no Care about the ++ 
| Concern of their Souls; they can take, notice how 
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they do their Work, and are ready to be out- 
ragious with them for every Fault, but yet can 
hear them Curſe and Swear, and ſee them pro. 


phane the Lord's Day, and ſee them live looſe 


and prophane Lives, and live in open Rebellion 
againſt the Lord, and yet take little or no notice 
of all this; they ſcarce ever call upon their Ser- 


vants to Read, nor Read themſelves unto them, 


nor yet do they pray with them, except it be now 


3 and then bpon 4 Lc Day. Ark 


For my part, I have been in many Families, 


but I never met but with here and there one, 


where the Worſhip of God and Religious Exer- 


ciſes hath been ſet up among them; I may ſpeak 


p it with Shame enough ; for they never regard 


what becomes of their poor immortal Souls. 


Truly, Friends, 1 am apt to think, that there 


* . 


being ſuch -a Multitude of Prophaney'Irreligious 


Families among us in England, that it is a Fore- 


runner of fome ſad Judgment approaching; for, 
jf the Scripture be the true Word of God, fo in- 
_ _thed we muſt expect ſome fad Calamity to befal 


us e te long, if there be not a ſpeedy Reformation 
in Houſes and Families: See what a Threatning 
there lies in the Word of God againſt ſuch, Jer. 
10.25. That the Lord will pour out his Fury upon 


the Heathen that know him not, and upon the Na- 


tions that call not upon his Name. The Heathen 


here is meant, all-Ungodly, Irreligious Families. 
Let us the People of this Land, have a care, that 
this Sentence be not pronounced againſt us; many 


of late have complained of the Badneſs of the 


TPeimes, that 8 is dead, Money is ſcarce 
and every Thing is dear. e. 
But, Friends, let there but be a Thought of 
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in you will as ſoon fee as peaceable and happy |} 
o. | Times, as ever was known ſince England has been 
G | inhabited. But if People will ftill remain to be 
n Irreligious and Prophane in their Families, I am 
ce © afraid that fome ſadder judgment will befal us 
r. chan ever yet we have ſeen: How can we expe& | 
n. Deliverance from our Enemies, and happy Times, $ 
0 whilſt the Worſhip of God is ſo much neglected, 
| and Families Duties never regarded? 
Fa To conelude : You that are Parents, Maſters 
| and Houſholders, if ever you deſire your own 
r. | Good, and a Bleſſing upon your Families, and 
ak | Undertakings, and the Good of this Nation, be 
dl intreated now to ſuffer the Word of Exhortation 

be exhorted now, no longer to negle&. the Wor- 
te | {hip and Service of God in your Families: but as 
ba ofren as you ſee your Servants and Children fin 
re- | againſt God, reprove them; where you ſee them 
or. | lgnorant, inſtruct ten. 
Fe Let me counſel you, to do this at convenient 
fal Opportunities, to Catechiſe your Children aud 
on | Servants, at leaſt once every Week, and inſtrutt 
ng them in the Principles of Religion: every Lord's 
er. | Pay, in the Morning, call them up earlier than 
oy | you do on other Days; and as ſoon as they have 
7a. done their neceſſary Buſineſs, before you go with 
hn them to the Publick Worſhip of God, read to 
leg them ſome part of God's Word, and then give 
515 them ſome Private Inſtruction concerning what 
ny they have read; and call upon them to read ſome _ 
$1 of God's Word, and then join with them in Pray- | 
wel er; and after Publick Worſhip, call every one of 
them to an Account, concerning the Sermon they - 
of heard, and ſtir up their Memories with it, and 
de AE 818 wy ediſig <4 
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Reformation in Houfes and Families, and then 
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edifie them as much as you can with theſe good 
Inſtructions, which the Preacher has delivered 
out of the Word of God, and then inſtruct them 
in the Principles of Religion; and conclude the 


 * Evening of the Lord's Day, in Reading and God- 
ly Conferences, ſinging of Pſalms and Praying. 
And every Morning in the Week call your Chil- 
| dren and Servants together, and pray with them, 


before they and you go about the Works .of your 


Calling : And let Godly Conference and Prayer, 


be every Evening's Exerciſe, before you go. to 


| Reſt; and make a firm and ſtrong Reſolution, as 


Foſhnadid here, That, let others ſerve whom they 
will, you'll ſerve the Lord God of Iſrael, ſaying, As 


Far me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 


The End of the Fifth S ERM ON. 


A PRAYER for a FAMILY. 
0 Moſt gracious, moſt glorious, and ever-bleſſed 


Lord God, who art perfect in Hol meſs, and in- 


finite in all thy Perfections, look down from Hea- 
ven we beſeech thee, with an Eye of Pity and 


- Compaſſion upon thine unworthy Servants, finful 


Duſt and Aſhes ; who deſires at this time, with all 
Rewverence and Humility, to addreſs cur ſelves unto 
thee, to offer up unto thee our Petitions and Requeſts 


in thy Son Name: But, Lord, we do humbly 
' 8 cknowledge and confeſs, that our Trangreſſions are 
fo mayy, and ſo grievous, that we are aſhamed to 


lift up our Eyes to Heaven, or to take thy buly 


= Name into our polluted Lips *. For, Lord, we con- 
Tele, that we are conceived and born in Sin, We 
W 2 — ovens 
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Jan be enjoyed. You ſhall there meet all 
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Things are paſſed. away : And God ſhall wipe away | 


all Tears from your Eyes, Rev. 21. 4. There ſhall 
be Life without Death, Health without Sickneſs, 
and Pleaſure without Pain; as you ſhall be free 
from all Evil, ſo you ſhall enjoy all the Good that 


dear Friends and Relations, that departed in the 
Fear of God; there you ſhall rejoice one with 
another, and with one Heart and Voice fing 


Praiſes and Hallelujabs to God, to the Lamb, that 


ſits upon the Throne for ever and ever. 


And now, I hope, you are ready to 26k," What 
ſhall we do, that we may eſcape Everlaſting Tor- 


ments, and get ſafe to Heaven? and begin to be | 
prick d at the Heart, and are ready to ſay, Myuat 


[hall we do to be ſaved, 


Anſw, If it be ſo, that you earneſtly deſire to 


know the Way to Heaven, and are willing to walk 


in that Way, then, as I, in my little Book for Young _{ 
Ones, gave Nine Directions, what they ſhould do 
to eſcape Hell and attain Heaven; ſo here I will WM 
give you ſome Directions, What-you ſhall do to 

be ſaved; and, inſtead of many, I will only gire 


vou theſe two; that is, (Repent, and believe the 


Gofpel,). follow but theſe two Directions, and you + | 
are in the right Way to Heaven: The Law in- 


deed, requires Perfect Obedience; but no meer 


Man, fince the Fall, is able perfectly to keep the AK 


Commandments of God, and fo, by the Works of 
the Law, can never be ſaved, 


- 


God has, by Chriſt our Redeemer, required 
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your 


Faith and Repentance, as the Conditions of the Goſ- 1 


pel, by which Eternal Life is to be had. Faith 
and Repentance is all that God requires, in order 


Goſpel; 
_ and - 


to our Salvation: Repent, and believe the 
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and you ſhall certainly be faved, I will give you 

as plain Directions as poſſible I can, how you 
ſhall. attain theſe Two Graces. 75 

Firſt for Repentance : You muſt know that there 
are Iwo kinds of Repentance; there is a falſe 
Repentance, and a true Repentance : 5 

A falſe Repentance, is that which a Man is dri- 
ven to, thro fear of Hell and Damnation: When 
à wicked Man lies upon hi- Death-Bed then he 
ſeems to be ſorry for his Sins paſt, and makes nia- 


— 


ny fair Promiſes of a new Life; if it ſhould pleaſet 


God to reſtore him to his former Health, he fol- 
lows his old Courſe again Now this kind of Re- 
pentance can never be eff-Qual to Salvation. 

II. Now you muſt mind what True Repen- 

tance is: ee EN 4 4 2 

True Repentance is a ſaving Grace, whereby a 
Sinner, out of a true ſenſe of his Sin, and appre- 
henſion of the Mercy of God in Chriſt, doth with 
grief and hatred of his Sin, turn from it unto God, 
with full purgoſe of, and endeavour. after new 
Obedience. | S t 


But now, ſeeing without this Repentance, there 


is no getting to Heaven, and that we cannot re- 
pent of our ſelyes, it is of God's free Gift; I will 
therefore give you ſome plain Directions how Re- 
pentance may be had, and how to go through 
with it; for tho' we cannot repent of our ſelves, 
yet if we do not repent, che fault lies upon us. 

1. The firſt Step to true Repentance, is the Exa- 
mination of your ſelves; try your Hearts, and 
ſearch into your former Lives; how, and after what 
manner you have ſpent your Time ſince you have 
been a Child; and to this End, I counſel you to 
make a Catalogue of all your Sins you can 901 


e ds Ai 
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ou Ffibly call to Mind; for which purpoſe you muſt 
ou take the Ten Commandments for your Pattern. % 

Had I Timeand Room, 1 would for your Memo- 
refliry, write you a Catalogue of Sins, which is againſt 
lie each of the Ten Commandments; bur they being 
ſo many, that I cannot do it in ſo ſmall a Book as 
ri- I this: But I counſel you to get vou a Book where- 
en in is the Expoſition on the Ten Commanaments; | 
he which ſhews what are thoſe Sins of Omiſſion, and 
da- Commiſſion, which is againſt every Command, 
eg and try your ſelt by theſe, and labour to find out as 
0l- many of thoſe Sins, as you know your ſelf to be 
e- guilty of; for you will find many Sins there, that 
you in your place cannot commit; you may on- 
n. ly take but one Commandment, or two, at a time, 
l according as your Memory will hold; and if your 
2 Memory cannot contain all the Sins that you find 
your ſelf guilty of, you may write them down, ac- 
th Fcording as you find them out; which Way I think 
d, ff to be the beſt: And then every Evening, you may. 
make uſe of this Catalogue, for the finding out the 
ins that you committed in the Day; likewiſe, 
re every Sabbath, the Sins you committed in the M 
Week; likewiſe, before you receive the Sacra- 
ill ment, that thereby you may repent and be hum. 
©- bled for them. | ; TB 
zh 2. The ſecond Step to true Repentance, is the 
'S, | Confeſſion of thoſe Sins you have thus found out, WM 
you mult ſpread them all before the Lord, and. 
4" } confeſs them all in particular, with all Circum- MM 
di ſtances, as, the Time when, Place where, and 
at Manner how, ſuch and fuch Things were commit-! } 
Ve] ted. Now many confeſs in general, that they are 
§'nners; but few confeſs their Sins: And if your- 
Sins are ſo innumerable, that you cannot find out? 
JC ˙·.]᷑̃ —nl 
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and you ſhall certainly be faved, I will give you 


make a Catalogue of all your Sins you can pol 
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as plain Directions as poſſible I can, how you 
ſhall attain theſe Two Graces. T 
Firſt for Repentance : You muſt know that there 
are Two. kinds of Repentance; there is a falſe 
Repentance, and a true Repentance : OO 
A falſe Repentance, is that which a Man is dri- 


ven to, thro fear of Hell and Damnation: When 


a wicked Man lies upon hi- Death-Bed then he 
ſeems to be ſorry for his Sins paſt, and makes nia- 


ny fair Promiſes of a new Life; if it ſhould pleaſe 


God to reftore him to his former Health, he fol- 
lows his old Courſe again Now this kind of Re- 
pentance can never be eff-Qual to Salvation. 


II. Now you muſt mind what 'Frue Repen- 
tance is: | | = 


True Repentance is a ſaving Grace, whereby a 
Sinner, out of a true ſenſe of his Sin, and appre- 
henfion of the Mercy of God in Chriſt, doth with 
grief and hatred of his Sin, turn from it unto God, 


with full purpoſe of, and endeavour. after new 
| Obedience. TTL wt 5 Fart ne ; 
But now, ſeeing without this Repentance, there 


is no getting to Heaven, and that we cannot re- 
pent of our ſelyes, it is of God's free Gift; I will 
therefore give you ſome plain Directions how Re- 
pentance may be had, and how to go through 


with it; for tho we cannot repent of our ſelves, 
yet if we do not repent, the fault lies upon us. 


1. The firſt Step to true Repentance, is the Exa. 
mination of your ſelves; try your Hearts, and 
ſearch into your former Lives, how, and after what 


manner you have ſpent your Time ſince you have 


been a Child; and to this End, I counſel you to 


ſibly 


] 15 1 | 


cording as you find 


—_—_— 


fibly call to Mind; for which purpoſe you muſt 
take the Ten Commandments for your Pattern. 
Had I Time and Room, 1 would for your Memo- 


Iry, write you a Catalogue of Sins, which is againſt 


each of the Ten Commandments; bur rhey being 
ſo many, that I cannot do it in ſo ſmall a Book as 
this: Bur I counſel you to get vou a Book where- 
in is the Expoſition on the Ten Commandments; 
which ſhews What are thoſe Sins of Omiſſion, an 


Commiſſion, which is againſt every Command, 1 
Wand try your ſelt by theſe, and labour to find out as 


many of thoſe Sins, as you know your ſelf to be 


guilty of; for you will find many Sins there, that | 
you in your place cannot commit; you may on- 


ly take but one Commandmenty or two, at a time, 


according as your Memory will hold ; and if your. 


Memory cannot contain all the Sins that you find 
your ſelf guilty of, 266 may write them down, ac- 
t 


to be the beſt: And then every Evening, you may. 


make uſe of this Catalogue, for the finding out the 
Sins that you committed in the Day; likewiſe, 
every Sabbath, the Sins you committed in the 
Week; likewiſe, before you receive the Sacra- 


ment, that thereby you may repent and be hum» 
bled-for them. „ 

2 The ſecond Step to true Repentance, is the 
Confeſſion of thoſe Sins you have thus found out; 


you mult ſpread them all before the Lord, and. 


confeſs them all in particular, with all Citrum- 
ſtances, as, the Time when, Place where, and 


Manner how, ſuch and fuch Things were commit- 
ted. Now many confeſs in general, that they are 


S'nners; but few confeſs their Sins: And if your 


Sins are ſo innumerable, that you cannot find out ³⁶ 
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every particular Sin, ſo as to confeſs them all in go 
particular; then confeſs the reſt in general: And}: 


f there isno doubt, but God will take this for a true} 5: 


ding your many Provocations, yet he hath born 


_ Y me, 4 N 
rr B att 


and ſincere Confeſſion, in that there is no knownhric 
Sin that you would willingly hide from God. 
3. Another Step to true Repentance, is godlyf 
Sorrow for thoſe Sins thus confeſſed: And it is 
godly Sorrow that works Repentance unto Salva- 
tion never to be repented of. Now for theſhhis 
obtaining of this godly Sorrow, you muſt uſe 
theſe Means: 5 
I. Lay to Heart, how good, and how merciful 
God hath been to you how many Tokens of his 
Love and Kindneſs, he hath beſtowed upon you; 
and yet how il] you have requited him. Seri - 
oully conſider how he hath delivered you from 
fſuch and ſuch a Sickneſs, when you were near 
| Death: How he hath preſerved you from ſuch hg 
* and ſucha Danger: How he hath delivered you 
from ſuch and ſuch Enemies: That notwithſtan- i 


with you all this while: He hath. Patience with 
vou, and waits for your Repentance; who might In 
nin Juſtice have ſnatch'd you away whilſt you were Y 
E firining, and ſent you quick to Everlaſting Burn- il 


ings: Yee fill he ſpares you; yet. he gives you þ/ 


every Day e ſupplies of his Mercy: And, as 


before yon Wee to make a Catalogue of your 
Sins, ſo . make à Catalogue of God's Mer- 
cies, thoſe [&eral kinds of Mercies and Favours 
you: have received from him; and then lay to 
Heart what a baſe and unthankful Wretch you 
have been, thus to provoke and grieve ſo good 
and merciful a God. Think thus with your ſelf, 
O that I ſhould be ſuch a baſe, vile Wretch, for te 
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— 3 and grieve ſo loving a Father, that has been 
in good and gracious unto me] So merciful a Saviour 
nd at died for me. „%% oe og ne np 
ru} Such Conſiderations deeply laid to Heart, will. 
wiſſhrick your Heart into Godly Sorrow for your Sins; 
xs Peter, when he conſider d how he denied Chriſt, 
dly e went out and wept bitterly, Mat. 26.75, _ 
is 2. Keep in mind the moſt of thoſe Sins where- 
va-ſþy you have moſt diſhondured God, and grieved 
theſhis Spirit - This alſo will be a Means to work in 
uſe you Godly Sorrow. . i 
3. Ply the Throne of Grace, by earneſt and 
ful fonſtant Prayer, that God might take away that 
his ny Heart of your Fleſh, and give you a Heart of 
u; Pleſh, as he hath promiſed, Exe, 36. 26. But it 
eri · may be, God will ſeem not to hear your Prayers 
om fſpreſently, if therefore you cannot find your Heart 
ear Ito relent the firſt time, go and pray again and 
ch gain, and give God no reſt untill he hear youz | 
ou and then of a certain one time or other, God | 
an- (will melt your Heart into Godly Sorrow and Res | 
orn morſe for your former Sins; and then this ex- 8 
* ellent Grace of Repentance is begun and wrought 
„ „ 
ere 1 The next thing to be done, is this, Beg hear. 
rn- Fity to God for the pardon of your former Sins, that 
ou hey may be caſt all behind his Back, that they may 
as he waſhed away in the Blood of Chrift. e 
Aud then, Laitly, make a firm, ſtrong and ſet- - 
led Reſolution (henceforth to lead a New Life;). - 
Ibis muſt not be a weak Reſolution, but it mult be 
a fetled and deliberate Reſolution, Now, when a 
an ſeriouſly conſiders, that except he becomes 
a New Creature he cannot be ſaved; and there - 
upon takes up a ſtrong and fix d Reſolution, bogey, 1 
8 . 2 or t 
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forth to lead a new Life, the Work is more than 
half done; that Man is not far from the King e 
dom of Heaven. Thus for the Act of Repen . an- 
tance: Now I will give you ſome Helps for the ef 
daily renewing of your Repentance. Jed 
1. Every Morning as ſoon as you rife, proſtrateſ int 
your felves before the Throne of Grace, and .car- wi 
neſtly beg for God's Aſſiſting Grace, to keep you po 
from falling into any kind of Sin that Day: Forfſny 
after a Man is Regenerated, he is yer daily liableJth1 
to fall foul into Sin, without the Aſſiſtance off bu 
God's ſpecial Grace. Therefore earneſtly deſire off ne 
God in Prayer, that he might ſtrengthen youſſ fe 
againſt all Temptations of the World, the Fleſh} ca 
and the Devil, and keep you that Day from falling 50 
into any kind of Sin. CC. 
2. When you have thus done, then go about ic 
the Works of your Calling: But ſet a ſtri& and} ſu 
continual Watch over your Heatt, and all your] ſo 
Senſes: Watch your Eyes that they do not wan- cc 
der after Vanity; watch your Tongue, that nof y 
Lies, nor vain jeſting, nor unprofitable, filthy] as 
and corrupt Speeches, don't come from that: 
But, above all, watch your Heart, that no evil 
Thoughts do enter in there; for the Heart is the 
Spring and Fountain of all Sin and Wickedneſs: 
And be jealous over your ſelves in every thing you 
do, leſt at any time you ſhould fin in it, and keep 
your ſelves from all the Occaſions of Sin; med- 
dle with none of the Devil's Baits, left you tempt 
God to leave you to be overcome. And as often 
as the Devil doth tempt you to any kind of Sin, 
or doth offer you any Bait, then immediately lifi 
up your Heart to God by Ejaculatory Prayers; 
as thus, Lord wvangaiſh Satan at this time, that 


[1 
: ww © 
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If the Devil, that I be uot overcome. And if wick 
ed Men ſhould, at any time, ſeek to draw you 
into Sin with them, then make a firm Reſolution 
{| wich your ſelf, never to conſent, and as much as 
poſſibly you can, keep your ſelf from the Compa- 
ny of Wicked Men: But when at any time, you, 


through infirmity, fall into Sin, then lie not in it, 
but immediately go by your ſelf, into ſome Cor- 


ner, and there preſent your ſelf, and humbly con- 
feſs it to God, and earneſtly beg that God: would I 


caſt it behind his Back, and waſh it away in his 


Son's Blood, that it may never riſe up againſt 


you to ſhame or condemn you : and give your 


{elf no reſt, until God hath given you ſome aſ- Þ 
ſurance of Pardon; and withal, renew your Re- - i 
| ſolution, to be more watchful for the Time to | 
| come, Thus renew your Repentance, as oft as 
you fall into fin ; or if you cannot do it preſently, 
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Ii don't overcome me: Lord. preſerve me this once 9 
rom falling into Sin : Lord, have Mercy on my Soul, \ 
and keep and ſtrengthen me againſt this Temptatioan 


". 


as ſoon as you fin, to be ſure to do it before you 


Day paſt; what fins you have fallen into, and 


repent, and beg pardon for them, and look alſo 
and ſee what Temptations you have overcome, 
and what Graces God hath ſtrengthned- in you; 
and rejoyce and praiſe God for it. Thus, by con- 
tinual Watching, and Praying, and Striving, you 
will find Sin to die in you more and more, and 
i Grace more and more to grow and encreaſe in 
vou; and, whilſt others grow near Hell, you will 


grow nearer and nearer to Heaven. This is the 


felt ſtep in the Way to Heaven, Repentance. Th ks 


Ilie down to ſleep at Night; every Night, before 
il you lie down in your Bed, look back into the 
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The ſecond is Faith : As firſt I directed you to v0 
Repent, fo ſecondly, Believe the Goſpel. bn "I 
No Faith is a ſaving Grace, whereby we re- Ja 
ceive and reſt upon Chriſt alone for Salvation, I [er 
as he is freely offered to us ia the Goſpel. Now, I ne. 
ſeeing a true ſaving Faith is not in your Power, Ine 
but it is the Gift of God, and God always be- Naft 
bt, ftows it upon thoſe that uſe the Means which he yo 
bath „ae ade his Word, for the obtaining it; Ihe 
I ſhall therefore give you ſome Directions, what ly, 
IN do to have this Grace of Faith wrought Ihe 
in you: 

I. Be diligent in reading the Scriptures : Firſt, the 
you mult every Morning and Evening, read aff 
Chapter in your Bible, or elſe ſome part of afſ;, 
If Godly Sermon; and when you read, you muſt}: 
| not run it over, and then leave it, you had ase 
good do nothing, as do ſo; but when you read, N. 
you mult take eſpecial heed, what you be read || 
ing of; and when you have done, look back aþ,, 
Ute upon what you have read, and ſee what 
| Sins are condemned there, that you know your 
ſelf Guilty of, and be humbled for them; what 
Duties are required there, and reſolve to practiſe 
them; what [udgments God hath threatned a- 
gealaſt ſuch and ſuch Sins, and ſtand in awe of 
s them; what Promiſes Godhath there made, and 
what are the Conditions of thoſe Promiſes, and 
_ reſolve, through the Grace of God enabling you, 
to perform thoſe Conditions, that thoſe Promiſes 
may belong to you: And, in ſo doing, then you 
read with Profit indeed. _ 1 
2ᷣ.̃. Be fervent and diligent in hearing the Word 
= Preached : For Faith cometh by Hearing, and Hear. 
nnn by the Word of God, Rom. 10. 17. But cy G 
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to you mult not do, as moſt dg, who either leep - 1 
all the Sermon time, or elſe lend their Ears for | 
e- Ja while, and then when Sermon is ended, the7 
n, let the evil ſteal it out of their Hearts, and flo } 
W. never mind it afterwards; But you had better 
er, never go to Church at all, than to go and hear 
Ye- I after that rate. But when you be at Church, 
he you muſt hearken with all the Attention you can; 
It; | hearken earneſtly, as if you were to die preſent- 
"ty ly, and go to Judgment, And for your Help 
zht herein, you muſt mark what is the Doctrine; 
what are the Reaſons and Utes, and how many 
rſt, they are. F og RE IRS ET ES 

I aff 2. Hear with Affection: and for your Help 
f alyou muſt hear, as if God himſelf were a ſpeak- 
ing to you, and as if he ſpoke directly to you; 
you muſt hear, as if it were indeed the Word of 
God, and not of Man, | © 
3. Whilſt you are a hearing, ſet a Reſolution 
o practiſe what you hear; and when you come '_ 
ome call over the Heads of the Sermon in your 
ind, and turn every. Uſe and Direction that 

as been delivered, into Prayer; pray for God's 
47 gleſſing on it, and make it matter of your Medi- 
e oc ktion all the Week ; and then laſtly, ſet to the 
1 0 practice of it. 5 1 „% „„ 
a 4- Another Means for the getting of a ſaving _ ! 
atth, is earneſt Prayer unto God for it, Matt. 
7. Al and you ſhall have, ſeek and you ſhall _ 

ad, knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you. But 
du will fay, It may be, God will not accept 
yy Prayers; for God heareth not Sinners, and 


Tear. De Prayers of the Wicked are an Abomina- 
then n unto him. I anſwer; it is wilful Sinners 
 youſſ®* God will nor hear; they that pray for 
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for; you muſt pray with Zeal and Fervency ; yo 
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Mercy, and other good Things, and yet hate 
to be reformed; the Prayers of ſuch, God will 
not regard: But they that come to God in a re- 
turning Way, with a full Purpoſe to leave their 
Sins, and pray, ard earneſtly deſire Grace, eſpe- 
cially this Grace of Faith, they ſhall certainly be 
accepted, and have their Prayers granted: Bur 
if you deſite indeed to have this Grace of Faith 
beſtowed on you, then you mult look to the man. 
ner of your Prayers; you muſt not pray as mol! 
do; but you mult pour out your very Soul in 
Prayer to God, your Heart and Tongue muſt go 
together, earneſtly deſiring that which you pra 


muſt ſtrive and wreſtle with God in Prayer, and 
never give m reſt, until he hath granted you 
deſire: Theſe are the Prayers that God takes de 
light in; and if God anſwer not your Prayer: 
the firſt nor ſecond time, then try again and again 
ns the Woman of Canaan did; and then yo 
need not doubt, but God will hear you at laſt. 

Now concerning the Act of Faith, take bu 
this Direction: Make a Catalogue of all the Pri 
miles, as you did before of your Sins, and Goc 
Mercies; and then heartily believe, and aſſu 
your ſelves, that every one of thoſe Promiſes d 
long to all thoſe that perform the Conditions 
thoſe Promiſes And if you perform the Cont 
tions, then thoſe Promiſes belong to you. As 
- Inſtance, I will Name this one particular Promi 
Mat. 16. 29. Every one that hath forſaken Hou 
or Brethren, or Siſter, or Father, or Mother, or Wi 
or Children, or Lands, for my Name's ſake, (þall ! 
ceive an hundred fold, and ſhall inherit - everlaſt 
Life, Now to make uſe of this Promiſe, wi 
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ate you thus embrace Chriſt, as he is offer d, when 
»in you make your greateft Care to obey the Com- 
re- mamds of Chriſt, all his Commands out of Love 
neit to him, as our Saviour; when you are heartily } 
pe- willing to forſake.all your beloved Pleaſures, yo ur 
bel darling Luſt, your ſecret Sin, for Chriſt's ſake ; 
Bui and if at laſt you ſhould be call d to it, can willing- 
aith iy forſake Houſes and Lands; yea, and your own % 
1an-(| Life too, for him, reſting fully and wholly upon 
nolt him for Salvation; then you are True Believers: | 
| inf] And ſuch a Faith as this, will certainly bring you 
| go to Heaven, Thus if you walk according to this 
prayfl Rule, that I have here ſet you, if you do thus 
yo repent, and believe the Goſpel, then at laſt, when - 
and Unbelievers and- all impenitent Sinners, ſhall bes. 

+1 


1 


* 

9 

1 
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youf turned into Hell, you ſhall be received into the 
s de Joys of our Lord. and Maſter, there to reign with: | 


im for ever and ever. 8 "| 
. WES | | 


yo #hich Cod of his Infinite Mercy gram unto as all; | 
ſt, Amen. N de 
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"In a Funeral Sermon, | ſh 
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Marvel not at this, the Hour is coming, wherein al 
that are in the Graves ſhall hear his Voice, and 
ſhall come forth, they that have done Good, unt. 
the ReſurreBtion of Life, and they that bave don 
Evil, unto the Reſarrection of Damnation. 


all 
th; 


hes 
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Me 
uR Bleſſed: Saviour, in theſe Words, ſe 2 
"If A forth unto us the State and Condition off Ye 
| all Men, at the laſt Day; for though Sit 
- hath brought Death into the World, and nothing Ap 
is more certain than Death, ſo nothing is mort the 


certain than that our Bodies muſt, one oo 4% 
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raiſed again from the Duſt of the Earth; all other 
Creatures, which move upon the Earth, whenſo- | 
ever they die, there is an end of them, they ſhall 
never come into being more: But with Man it is {| 
otherwiſe, God has endowed Man with an jmmor- | 
tal Soul, that ſhall never die; a Beginning, indeed, 
Man has, but he ſhall never have End: when | 
Death comes, his Soul ſhall, for ſome certain ſpace | 
of time, be ſeparated from this Body, and his Body Y 
laid a while to reſt in the Duſt of the Earth: Bar 
the laſt Trumpet will ſound, and then all that are 
in the Graves ſhall hear his Voice, and come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the Reſurrection of . 
Life, and they that have done evil, unto the Reſur- 

rection of Damnation. : „ 


141 


The Doctrine which J ſhall raiſe tron, hence, 


— I is this: That all Mankind, both good and bad, 
ſhall at the Sound of the laſt Frumpet be raiſed Fi 
I again from the Duſt of the Earth. _ "oe Ee 
Now my Method ſhall be this: katy 
1. To prove, that there ſhall be a ReſurreGion; 
2. Of the Perfons that ſhall be raiſed ; that is, 
all that are in the Graves. 1 2 
3. By what means the Dead ſhall be raiſetf 
that is, by the Sound of the last Trumpet they ſhall © 
hear his Voice, and ſhall come forth, mg. 
4. The different Eftate and Condition of all 
Men at the Reſurrection: they that have done got 
ſhall ariſe to the Reſurrection of Life, but they that Ml 
have done evil to the Reſurrettion of Damuation, _ | 
5. And Laſtly, To convince us all, by way of ü 
ing Application, of the drawing om of this Time, and 
therefore that we mult not marvel at it; Marve!ñ⁶ 
t at this, for the Hour is coming, &ce. 1 
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1. To prove that there ſhall be a Reſutrection; 6 
which I ſhall do (firſt) from the Scripture, which 17 
is the true and infallible Word of God, to inſtance t 
mY in ſome few places, as Jg. 26. 19. alſo 1 Cor, 15. Þ 
where we have a large Deſcription of the Reſur- y 
rection: Alſo, Acts 24. 15. And have hope to- f 
= waras God, which they themſelves alſo allow, that j 
there ſhall be a Reſurrettion both of the Juſt and Un- i 
148, Likewiſe, Dan. 12. 2. Mau that are aſlcep | , 
in the Duſt [hall awake, ſome to everlafting Life, ; 
and fome to Shame and everlaſting Contempt. Alſo, | 

] 
| 
j 
! 


11 


Hloſ. 3. 14. God has there promiſed Redemption 
from Death, and to ranſom them from the Power 
of the Grave. . 
Now, if we would believe the Scripture, we 
muſt believe the Reſurrection of the Body, for 
the Word of God is true and faithful, and our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſaid in his Goſpel, That 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, before one Fot or 
one Tittle of his Word ſhould fall to the Ground, 
Matth. 5. And, beſides all this, thoſe Scripture- 
Promiſes, which have been already fulhlled in 
all Ages of the World, may aſſure us of the Ac. 
compliſhment of this one Promiſe, That our Bodies 
all be raiſed at the laſt Day, from the Duſt of the 
Barth. And this is my Father's Will, faith Chriſt, 
= that, of all that the Father hath given me, I (hould 
= Hſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up at the last Day, 
TVT . 

5 3 Thit there ſhall be a Reſurrection of the 
Body, may be proved not only from Scripture, I ' 
but alſo from Nature it ſelf; the Reſurrection 
alſo is proved from Nature, as we may ſee from 
14. 26. 19. Thy dead Men ſhall live, together with 
dead Bod) ſhall they ariſe: ama and (8, 1 


— 
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that dwell in the Duſt, for thy Lem is as the Dew *% 
of Herbs, and the Earth ſhall caft ont our Dead, } 
Thy Dew is as the Dew of Herbs; which intimates Þ} 
to us thus much, That as the Herbs and Plants 
ſeem to lis dead and withered all the Winter, 
yet in the Spring they revive, and come forth 
freſh and green; and as in the Night, the Sun 


is withdrawn, and the Day ſeems to be buried 
in rhe ſilent Night, yet in the Morning the Sun 


riſeth as bright as ever, and enliveneth the World | 


with his gloriou- Beams: So it is here, though the 
Bodies of Men and Women ſeem for a time to be 
loſt, and turned to Duſt and Corruption, yet in 
the glorious Morning of the Reſurrection, they 


ta] Eſtate, : 


ſhall be all raiſcd to Life, and revive to an immor- 


3. That there ſhall be « Reſurrection of the 5 
Body, may be proved alſo by the Reſurrection 


of Jeſus Chriſt ; that as our Lord jeſus Chriſt ſuf- 


fered, died, and was buried, that by his Death 


he might redeem us from Sin and Hell; fo he 


aroſe again, that by the Vertue of his Reſurre- | 


ction he might redeem us again from Death and 
the Grave: The Apoſtle makes the Reſurrection 


of Chriſt the Foundation of our Reſurrection, 
as you may fee, 1 Cor. 15. 12. Now if Chriſt be 
preached that he arcſe from the Dead, how ſay ſame } 
of you, that there is no Reſurreftion of the Dead. 

Now there were ſome that did not believe, that 
there was any Reſurrection of the Dead; and this 
their Incredulity and Unbelief the Apoſtle con- 
futes, and proves, that there ſhall be a Reſurre- 
ction; and that from the Doctrine of Chriſt's Af 


Reſurrection, 'intimating, that if Chriſt be raiſed 
from the Dead, as he preached, that he is ris 
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z Gr ettron of the Dead, both of the Juſt and of the UVa- 
| = 5. And 


* 


riſea; then it muſt needs follow, that there muſt 


be a Reſurrection of all Men from the Grave, 


No theſe People that hold ſtrong that Opinion, 
that there ſhall be no Reſurrection of the Dead; 


yet theſe ſame Men did preach, that Chriſt was 


WW raiſed; but the Apoſtle tells them plain, That if 
e fo as they ſay, that there, is no Reſurrettion of 


the Dead, then Chriſt is nct riſen. Ver. 13, And if 


WW Chri#t be not riſen, he tells them, what a ſad Con- 


dition we are in; for all our Preaching, Praying, 
anch all that we do and. fuffer for Chriſt is in vain, 
Ver. 14. 5. But in Verſe 20. the Apoſtle recon- 
ciles both Arguments together, But now is Chriſt 
riſen from the Dead, aud become the firſt Fruits of 


them that ſlept : So that here the Apoſtle aſſures || 


them, that Chriſt is riſen from the Dead, and by 
the Vertue and. Power of his Reſurrection, all 
Mankind ſhall one Day be raiſed from the Grave. 
And beſides, we read in Mat. 27. That at the 


Reſurrection of Chriſt, Graves opened, and ma- 
ny of the Bodies of the Saints which ſlept, aroſe 


out of their Grave; which is in an Earneſt to us, 


1 that by the ſame Virtue and Power, all the Ba- 


dies of Men and Women, that are, and ever have 
been, and ever ſha]l be to the World's End, ſhall 


be raiſed again at the laſt Day. 


4. That there ſhall be a Reſurrection of the 
Body, is an Article of our Faith therefore, we 
cannot deny the Reſurrection, except we re- 


move our Belief, and deny our Chriſtianity it . 
ſelf; this was an Article of the Apoſtles Faith, 


Acts 21. 15. And have Hope towaras God, which 
themſelves alſo allow, that there, ſhall be a Reſur- 


Go, 20% 1 
_ 4% N 


Us 


ot, AE =. hk. Se Io 
1 : 


tion of all God's Attributes: for the Attributes of 


and Manner, and in his ſo wiſely ordering and 


.caſt forth their Dead, and not one Man, Wo- 
man nor Child, of all the Seed of Adam, ſhall 4 


and thoſe Men, it is like, afterward haue been barnt | 
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/ 5. And Laſth, There muſt of Neceflity be a 
Reſurrection of the Dead, for the full Manifeſta- 


7 
1 
/ 


God are daily manifeſt in his Providential Dif- 
penſation; yet there will not be a full Manifeſta- 
tion of all his glorious Attributes till the Reſur- 
rection: Now many of God's Attributes are clou-  } 
ded under ſome dark Providence, but at the R- 
ſurrection there ſhall be a full and glorious Ma- 
nifeſtation of all God's Attributes. "MY 

1. The Glory of his Wiſdom : The Wiſdom ok 
God is wonderfully declared, if we conſider of it 
in thoſe innumerable ſorts of Creatures, which he 
hath made in ſuch a holy and beautiful Order 


governing all Things and Creatures for his own } 
Glory, and the Good of his People. But, oh? 
how wonderfully will the Wiſdom of God be 
manifeſted by all the World at the Reſurrection, | 
when both the Earth, Fire, and Water, fhall all 


be left; and every Part and Member of each 
Body ſhall be joined to the ſame Body, in which 


they belong, and every Soul ſhall enter into his. 


own Body. 3 

But it may be, ſome will object and ſay, Him Þ 
can it be that all the Dead can be raiſed, for many 
are arowned- in the Sea, aud their Carcaſſes are Wl 
eaten by Fiſhes, aud living Men have eaten thoſe, W 


to Ajhes, and their Aſhes mingled among the Duſt us 1 
the Earth, aud ſcattered np and damn, none ave 
i where ? 5 | 5 + 
* N 


— 
_— 


b.& Va a \ Ws * N 5 | 8 3 1 . 

2 «ĩ«*5ÿ3 8 RET 

0 . -. A 5 11 * : . . Fa 
; . — * * * — AT 1 Sh 3 N 

f * / ; ” wy : 4 f , j . ts 1 ; ; 


* 
- 

= 
\ ” * 


rr 


72 The Future State of Man. 


»„— 


WE riſe; then it muſt needs follow, that there muſt 
de a Refurrection of all Men from the Grave. 
No theſe People that hold ſtrong that Opinion, I tic 
WT that there ſhall be no Reſurrection of the Dead; 16. 
pet theſe ſame Men did preach, that Chriſt was pe 
WE raiſed; but the Apoſtle tells them plain, That if tic 
W 27 be jo as they ſay, that there is no Reſurrection of tre 
Wo the Dead, then Chriſt is nit riſen. Ver. 13, And if de 
Wo Chrift be not riſen, be tells them, what 4 ſad Con- il 
= dition we are in; for all our Preaching, Praying, | 
and all that we do and. fuffer for Chriſt is in vain, || 
Ver. 14. 5. But in Jerſe 20. the Apoſtle recon- || © 
ciles both Arguments together, But now is Chriſt i. 
riſea from the Dead, aud become the firſt Fruits of h 
them that ſlept : So that here the Apoſtle aſſures 2 
them, that Chriſt is riſen from the Dead, and by 1e 
the Vertue and. Power of his Reſurrection, all ; 
{ 
| 
| 


Mankind ſhall one Day beraiſed from the Grave. 
And beſides, we read in Mat. 27. That at the 
W Reſurrection of Chriſt, Graves opened, and ma- 
W ny of the Bodies of the Saints which ſlept, aroſe . 
out of their Grave; which is in an Earneſt to us, 
= that by the ſame Virtue and Power, all the Bo- 
dies of Men and Women, that are, and ever have 
been, and ever ſhall be to the World's End, ſhall 
be raiſed again at the laſt Day” © 
4 That there ſhall be a Reſurrection of the 
Body, is an Article of our Faith; therefore, we 
cannot deny the Reſurrection, except we re- 
move our Belief, and deny our Chriſtianity it 
ſelf; this was an Article of the Apoſtles Faith, 
Acts 21. 15. And have Hope towards God, which 

| N themſelves alſo allow, that there, ſhall be a Reſur- 

[ NT Te of the Dead, beth of the Juſt and af the Da- 
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F 5. Aud Laſtly, There muſt of Neceſſity be 2 
Reſurrection of the Dead, for the full Manifeſta- 
tion of all God's Attributes: for the Attributes of 
God are daily manifeſt in his Providential Dif- 

penſation; yet there will not be a full Manifeſta- 
tion of all his glorious Attributes till the Reſur-- 
rection: Now many of God's Attributes are clou- © 
ded under ſome dark Providence, but at the Re- 
ſurrection there ſhall be a full and glorious Ma- 
nifeſtation of all God's Attributes, EE | 
1. The Glory of his Wiſdom : The Wiſdom of 

God is wonderfully declared, if we conſider of it 
in thoſe innumerable ſorts of Creatures, which he 
hath made in ſuch a holy and beautiful Order 


and Manner, and in his ſo wiſely ordering and. 


governing all Things and Creatures for his own 1 
Glory, and the Good of his People. But, oh! 
how wonderfully will the Wiſdom of God be 
manifeſted by all the World at the Reſurrection, 
when both the Earth, Fire, and Water, fhall all 


caſt forth their Dead, and not one Man, Wo- 
man nor Child, of all the Seed of Adam, ſhalt 4 


be left; and every Part and Member of each 


Body ſhall be joined to the fame Body, in which 


they belong, and every. Soul ſhall enter into his. 
own Body. 3 58 3 
But it may be, ſome will object and ſay, Bm 


can it be that all the Dead can be raiſed, for many 


are dromned. in the Sea, aud their Carcaſſes are 
eaten by Fiſhes, aud living Men have eaten thoſe, 
and thoſe Men, it is like, afterward haue been barnt 
to Aſhes, and their Aſhes mingled among the Duſt os 
the Earth, and ſcattered np and down; none abeg 
knw wherd 2  _ -. | 5, 4 
TY. uy. 
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To this Lanfwer, That to Man, indeed, this is 
impoſſible to be; but if God be Infinite in his 
Wiſdom and Power, as indeed heig, then he makes 


by his all wife Providence knows what Duſt be- 
long to fuch and ſuch a Body, where. ever it is 
. ſcattered; He in his Wiſdom alfo knows what 
Duſt belongs to ſuch and ſuch a Member, and 
part of ſuch and fuch a Body, where-ever it is 
ſcattered ; he likewiſe knows how to join Bone 


order; O what wonderful diſplaying of Wiſdom 
| here will be! | 


2. Here will be a wonderful Manifeſtation of 
| Gods Power alſo; the Power of God is now 


great Fabrick as this World is, and in his ſpread- 
ing the Heavens round the Earth, and his hang- 
ing the Earth in the midſt upon nothing, here is a 


” the Power of God will be manifeſt at laſt to the 
whole World; when ne ſhall cauſe the Earth to 
| thake, and the Mountains to tremble, and the 


| be rowled up like a Scroll; and the Graves ſhall 
open, and both Earth, Fire and Water ſhall give 
up their Dead, and all Mankind ſhall revive again. 
Friends, here will then be a Declaration of in- 
finite Power; for know this, he that by his Pow- 
er made all Things out of Nothing, can as eafily 
by the fame Power raiſe our Bodies again out of 
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the Duſt of every Man, Woman and Child; and 


to his Bone, and every part in his right place and 


- wonderfully ſeen, in his making ſuch a vaſt 
great Declaration of God's Power: But, Oh! how 


Heavens to paſs away with a great Noiſe, and to 


Brometifing, even out of their own Subſtance or 


Again, 
JED Ws | 


1 
1 * 
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18 7 Again, There muſt be a Reſurrection of the 
is | Dead, for the full Manifeſtation of his. Holineſs, 

2 Mercy, Juſtice, and Truth; for Brevity, I wilt 
4 | name them all together: Here in this World the 
. | Juſtice, Goodneſs, an Holineſs of God is clou- 
« | ded under dark Diſpenſations; the Wicked we 
© | fee they flouriſh, and live at Heart's eaſe, and eat 
j | of the Fat of the Earth, and are let alone to prof | 
8 per in their ungodly Doings. But, on the other 
» | fide, the dear Children of God they many times 
1 
1 


are chaſtened, afflicted, perſecuted, trodden un- 
der Foot by the Wicked, and made the Off ſcow- } 
oy of all Things. Now here the Mercy, Good- | 
K 5, Juſtice, Promiſes, and Threatnings of God, 
, all Bom to be clouded ; this was that which made 
David like to ſtumble, as he himſelf confeſſeth, 
Plalm 73. That his Steps were almoſt gone, hi, 
Feet bas well near ſlipt, Therefore, upon tnis Ace- 
| count there mult be a general Reſurrection, where 5 
| all thingsmay be brought to rights, and all dark 
| Providences unriddled; and that it may be made 
| manifeſt” to all the World, what a holy, juſt ang 
| righteous God the Lord is in his ſevere” Puniſhment 
| of rebellious Sinners ; and yet how faithful and 
| gracious he is towards penitent Sinners, in reward 
ing them according to his gracious Promiſes; and 
then both Saints and Reprobates ſhall confely 
That the Lord is juſt and r glecuus in all his. Fay 
and holy in all bis Works, 8 
Thus | have ſufficiently proved, chat there. with 
ke a Reſurrection of the Dead. 
2. The Second Thing to be pe: Been 7a 
the Text, is the N Bar of the Dead which 4 
be raiſed ; that is All; for ſo faith our Lord 3B 
e here in the Bes 7 he. wary it conn 
7 n 20h 777 


Future State ok Man. 


— 


The 


176 


_—__— 


Voice, and ſhall come forth: All; that is, all the 
Sons and Daughters of Adam, that ever has li- 
ved ſince the World began, and all that ever ſhall 
| Live and Die to the end thereof; all muſt ariſe 
and make their Appearance at the laſt Day, 
S. John declares in his Viſion, Rev. 20. 12. That 


| 125 the Dead, both ſmall and great, ſtand be- 
Fore 


Cod. By ſmall and great, we are to under- 


ſtand (not to underſtand in reſpect of Stature, 


as if ſome ſhall appeat grown Men, and ſome 
Children) we muſt all appear then in the Sta- 


Stäture, or of that Stature Adam was created 
in, which is of a middle Stature; the oldeſt ſhall 
appear no older, and the youngeſt no younger, 


ſtand, 3 

s ' Firſt, Thoſe that died of all Ages, from the 
[ oldeft to the Child that is ſtill-born. 

K Secondly, By ſmall and great we are to under- 
and all States and Degrees of Men and Wo- 
} en, both high and low, rich and poor, noble 
And jgncble ; all Sorts and Eſtates of Men mult 
then make their Appearance, from the King on 
he Throne, to the Beggar on the Dunghil: And 


[Sea gave up her Dead; and Death and Hell, that 


[\lements at the Call of Chriſt, muſt give up 
Weir Dead; all that the Fire had conſumed and 
Lot to Aſhes; - all that ever hath been loſt in 
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aſt Trumpet ſounds 
nnn. they 


* "4 
1 K 

* * 
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Earth, as foon as the | 


_ FH 


wherein all that are in the Graves, ſhall hear bis 


ture and Fulneſs of Chriſt; that is of a middle 


but by ſmall and great we are there to under- 


iz. S John did fee in his Viſion, That the 


Fi: the Earth and the Grave caſt up their Dead, 
lend all judged according to their Works. All the 


Fc Sea; and, all that ever hath been buried in 


I ing, in reſpect of all Ages that are paſt and to 


If all the Men and Women in England were to 


to the World's end. When all theſe ſhall meet 


\ Friends, Both you that read this Treatiſe, and 
I that write, we muſt all make our Appearance 
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they muſt all come forth, none ſhall be ſo great 
as to eſcape, nor none ſhall be ſo ſmall. as to be 
forgotten. O what a great, what a vaſt Aſſem- 
bly will there be, when all the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Adam ſhall meet together: To fee an 
Army of Men together, we think it a great Sight: 


meet together at one Place, what a great, what 
an invincible great Aſſembly would there ſeem ; 
ro be: But alas! what is England to the whole 
World; it is counted but a Garden-plat to other 

Nations: And what is the whole World now liv- 


come? All the Maelites of old, which was coun- 1 | 
ted as the Sand of the Sea, they were ſo innume- 
rable; and beſides them, ſo many Millions of Mil- 
lions that have been (lain in the Wars, and ſo 

many Thoufands that has been ſwallowed up in 
Earthquakes, and ſo many Thouſands and Mil- 
lions of Millions that has died by the Peſtilence, 
and all other mortal Diſtempers in all Ages of the 
Wot ; and all that have died naturally in In- 
fancy, in Youth, Middle Age,, and Old-Age, 
and all that are now living, and that ſhall live | 


together at the genera] Reſurrection, O. what a 
wonderful Meeting will here be! Ve maſt all | 
appear before the Judgment: ſeat of Christ, faith the 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5. 10. . "> «67,5, 


there, for all that are in the Graves ſhall hear his 
Voice, and come forth. OE ate 
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tthat is, by the Sound of the laſt Trumpet; for 
| fo faith our Saviour in the Text, All that are in 
| the Graves ſhall hear his Voice and come forth; and 
what Voice this is, that the dead ſhall hear, you 
may fee in 1 Cor. 15. 52. that is the Sound of the 
\ laſt Trumpet, For the Trumpet ſhall ſound, and 
the Dead ſhall be raiſed; and who that is, which 
ſhall ſound this Trumpet, you may fee in 1 Theſ. 
4, 15, 16, For this I ſay unto you, by the Ward of 
il the Mouth of the Lord, that we which are alive jHall 
not prevent them which are aſleep, for the Lord 
Wl | himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a Shout, 
with the 
8 of God. 
So that 
ſounded by an Arch angel: So Matth. 24 31. 
They ſhall fee the Son of Man coming in the Cloud. 
„% Heaven, with Power and great Glory, and he 
Hall ſend bis Angels with a great Sound of a Trum- 
W pct, and the foi gather together his Elect from 
4 45 four * 2 one end of Heaven to the 
aer. = 


CT 2 


the Sound of the laſt Trumpet, which 
1 Thunder, uttering theſe Words; Ariſe, ye Dead, 
aud come to Fudgment, Now in a few Verſes be- 
fore the Text, Jer. 25 we have another Voice 
that is ſounding in our Ears, The Hear is coming, 


B the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall live. Now 


0 th 
this, by whar Means all the Dead ſhall be raiſed; Bock 


Price of the Ach. agel and with the Tramp | 
you: ſ:e that this Trumpet ſhall be 


Thus we ſte by what Means the Dead ſhall W 
be raiſeds that is, by the Voice of the Arch-an- | 


Voice ſhall be uttered more loud and ſhrill, than 


& theſe two Verſes, that of the Text, and Ver. 252 3 


1. F 


ken of 


The H 


ſpoke 
the | 
there 


and now is, that the Dead ſhall hear the Voice f 


il 
d; 


HA 


and ſo come to Jeſus Chriſt, by a true and lively 


will hear this Voice, or whether they will ſtop | 


laſt Trumpet ſounds, you muſt hear it whether 


{| which are interpreted by Divines after this Man- 
ner: Ariſe, ye Dead, and come to udgment: That 


and will not hear the Sound of the Trumpet of 


the Dead out of their Graves, faying, Ariſe, 9e 


. P 
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ho' they ſeem to be alike in ſound, yer they differ 
much; and that in theſe Two Reſpects 

1. Firſt in reſpect of Time: That Voice ſpo- 
ken of in Ver 25. is uttered in the Preſent Tenſe, 
The Hour is coming, and now is: But that Voice 
ſpoken of in the Text, is ſpoke of altogether in _ 
the Future Tenſe, The Howr is coming: Mark, 
there is no now ig, but it ig, a Time that is com- 
ing. Fi | | 
. There is a great Difference betwixt theſe | 
Two Voices, and that in reſpect of the Sence 
and Meaning of the Words; for them in the firſt 
Voice, contains gracious and inviting Words, | 


is, thoſe that are dead in their Sins, and rotting | 
and ſtinking in the Grave of their Luſt: No W]? p 
theſe are under the Call of the Goſpel, and they 
that hearken to this Call, and obey this Voice, 


Faith, and unfeigned Repentance, they ſhall, by | 
Chriſt, obtain everlaſting Life. But whether they 


their Ears againſt it; yet let them know there is 
another Voice which ſhall be utsered to the World, 
which is a Voice of Power; and that Voice they | 
mult hear whether they will or no, Ari/e, ye Dead, 
and come to Fudgment, W £6, 4. 
Conſider, Friends, tho you now ſtop your Ears, 


the Goſpel ; yet know this, there is another - 
Trumpet, which will one Day ſound, calling all 


Dead, and come to Fudgment ;-and whenever that 
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| you will or no; the Depth of the Grave ſhall not 
hinder the Sound, nor yer the Depth of the Sea 
ſhall not hinder it. 5 


= 7 — 
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He that could at firſt command all Things out Y: 


of Nothing, by the Word of his Power, ſo at 
the laſt Day he will but ipeak the Word, and the 


before the Tribunal Seat of Chriſt. , 
The Sound of this laſt Trumpet ſhall be (6 


| to the Bôöwels of the Earth: No ſooner is this 
Trumpet founded, but the Sound ſhall be obey- 


Dead, and come to Fuagment;- but immediately, 


\ 

| other Places throughout the whole World, ſhall 
be all opened, and the Body of every Man and 
Woman ſhall be framed out of his own Duſt, and 
\ Bone ſhall be joined to Bone, and every Part and 
| Member ſhall be joined in its Place and Order; 


| the Sea ſhall give up her Dead ; and the Fire and 


| before the Judgment ſeat of Chriſt; as you may 
' fee Joel z. 12. For, ſays Chriſt here, The Hour ts 
coming, wherein all that are in the Graves ſhall hear 


his Voice, and come forth, : 


 Fonrthly, The Fourth Thing conſiderable in the 


Text, is the different Eſtate and Condition of all 


Mankind at the Refurrection; that is, Some ſpall 
iſe to the Reſurrettion of Life, and ſome to the Re- 
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Dead ſhall all ariſe, and make their Appearance | 


| loud, that it ſhall be heard all over the World, it 
ſhall pierce even to the Bottom of the Sea, and 
ed: No ſooner is this Voice uttered, Ariſe 3e 


the Graves in all the Church Yards, and in all 


and every Soul ſhall return into its own Body; 
Earth ſhall give up their Dead; and then imme- 


diately they ſhall be all gathered together, even 
to the Valley of Jehoſaphat, to be there preſented | 


wrrect;on of Damnation, Now the different Elta! ES 
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pf Good and Bad, at the Re ſurrection, may be 
onſidered in theſe Three ReſpeAs: ?? 
1. They differ in reſpect of Fime: For tho 
all Mankind ſhall be raiſed from the Duſt of the 
Earth, yet they ſhall-not be raiſed all at one and 
the ſame Time; there ſhall be Two Refurrections, 
fiſt of the Saints, and then of the Wicked? 
Many there be, which affirm, That there ſhall 
>» [be a Thouſand Years berwixt the Reſurrection 
t of the Saints, and of the Wicked; that the 
| 
; 


Saints ſhall all ariſe at the Coming of Chriſt in 
the Clouds, with all his glorious Train of Hea- 
. Jvenly- Hoſt, and ſhati**<jgn with him a Thou- 
\ Band Years upon the Earth; and, that the reſt of 
Ithe Dead ariſe not, until that Thouſand Years 
are accompliſhed, Rev. 20, 4. 5. Some fay, this 
lis meant the. compleat Number of a Th<ufand 
Years : And ſome tay; the Meaning of the Spirit 
of God there, is not the Number of a Thouſand 
JYears, bur only a conſiderable. Space of Time: 
But I will not affirm any thing of that; yet this 
we are certain, that there ſhall be a Difference 
between the Refurreticn of the Good, and of |; 
the Bad, in reſpect of Time: For Saint Paul is 
I plain in this Cafe, as we may fee, 1 Theſſ. 4. 16. 
he faith, Dat ihe Dead in Chriſt (hall rife : And 
if the Dead in Chriſt riſe firſt then the Reſurrecti. 
on of the Wicked muſt needs follow after: And 
Acl, 24. 15. There ſhall be a Neſurrection both . 
he Juſi, and of the Dijuſt. Firſt of the Juſt, 
and then of the Unjuſt; but how long a Time 
hey ſhall be between that, I will nec politively ß 
arm. | 8 Ts i „ 
| 2. There ſhall alſo be a Differ-tice between the _ 
Reſurrectian of the Good aj of the Bad ; andy K. 4 
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that in reſpect of their Image and Shape: Tir Fit 
| 1 the Saints ſhall be raiſed in Glory, a Splen. Piffe 
dour like unto Chriſt's glorious Body, Phil. 3. 21nq 
faith the Apoſtle, who 2 charge our wile Bodienhnd 
and faſhion em like anto the glorious Body of Chriſt, hey 
Thus Chriſt himſelf gives us a Deſcription of thefr;fe, 
Brightneſs of the Saints Bodies at the Reſur:Þ/,-re 
rection, Matt. 13. 43. Then ſhall the Righteoutfp1i(e, 
ſhine as the Sun in the Kingaim ef their Father. Iiate 
The Bodies of our firſt Parents, in their State off, ,q 
Innocency, was adorned with a glorious Beautyſone 

| and Comelineſs, Now this ſhovld have been fim 
| the State and Condition of the Bodies of allſsh.- 
their Poſterity, if they had not finn'd ; but Sin At f 
| hath ſtrippd us of that glorigus Beauty and Orſypg 
) nament, and, without artificial Cloathing, oug;her 
Bodies are very loathſome, nay, monſtrous vileſhe ſ. 
to bchold ; but, in the glorious Morning of theſ from 
Reſurrection, thoſe loathſome and vile Bodies off. 
the Saints ſhall be changed and faſhioned like unte] & 
the glorious Body of Chriſt, But, on the other ſide; ah] 
the Bodies of the Wicked, ſhall, at the Reſur- be 

. rection, appear more monſtrous,. vile, and de-Jne 
formed, than they were before in their State offand 
Nature: And, beſides, the Bodies of the Saints] ax 
ſhall be delivered from that Lumpiſhneſs and Hea-· T in 
vineſs that they be now clogged with, and, in- ſom 

) ſtead of Natural Bodies, they ſhall be made Spi. the) 
ritual Bodies, 1 Cor. 15. 44. and ſhall fly to andlof: 
fro as (wift as Spirits; but as for the Wicked, they But 

| ſhall be bound Hand and Foot, and caſt into utterff Ble 
3 Bere there ſhall be Weeping and Gnaſhing ef tha 
b . Teeth, Matth. 22. 23. ima 
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iy Fifthly, and Laſtly, There ſhall alſo be a vaſt 
en Difference betwixt the Reſurrection of the Good, 
21Snd of the Bad, in reſpect of their final State 

ind Condition, that they ſhall be raiſed unto ; 

hey that have done Good, unto the Reſurrection of 
ife, and they that have done Evil, unto the Re- 
rrectiou of Damnation: The Good being firſt 
Mipaited, and then the Wicked; and then, imme- 
„ iately after, the Reſurrection both of the juſt 
Oll:nd of the unjuit: then they ſhall be divided 
tone from another, As a Shepherd divideth his Sheep 
enlf-om the Goats, Matt. 5. And he ſhall ſet the 
al Sheep on his right hand, but the Goats on the left, 
IMA. firſt ſhall be pronounced the joyful Sentence 
upon the Righteous, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
Uther inherit the Kingdom: But the Wicked ſhall 
leſbe ſent away with that doleful Sentence, Depart 
rem me, 16 Curſed, into Everlaſting Fire, which 


DH was prepared for the Devil and his Angels. Et; 
ml Sixthly, and Laſtly, The Laſt Thing confide- 
le rable in the Text, and that which I intend ſhall 
II-Jbe the Application of the whole, is the drawing 
e. near of the Time, when the Reſurrection ſhall be; 
olland therefore our Bleſſed Saviour bids us not to 
marvel at it. There were ſome in our Saviour's 
Time, and alſo ſome in the Apoſtles Time, and 
TIome there are in our Days, that marvel, when _ 
I'Jthey hear of the Reſurrection of the Body, and 
\0N of a General Judgment, they will not believe it: 
But. oh! how ſtrange ſoever they make of it, our 
IJ Bleſſed Saviour aſſures them of it, and tells them 
Achat it will certainly be: Therefore this Doctrine 
may ſerve to conyince us nal 
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L Firſt, Of the general Reſurrection and Day of take 
N ont for 1 have in this Diſcourſe proved itÞther 
by ſeveral Arguments, that there ſhall be a Reſur-Jeth 
rection, both of the ]uſt and of the Unjuſt; and are 
as there is nothing more certain than Death, ſoſthe 
there is nothing more certain than a general Re- I in t 
ſurrection after Death. fand 
||| Secondly, This may convince us, That as there] For 
| | ſhallbza general ReſurreRion, fo the Time when as 
the Reſurrection ſhall-be, is drawing near, ſo ſaith] 2 P 
our Lord Chriſt himſelf here in the Text, Marvel] Th 
not at this, the Hour is coming, wherein all that are] as 
in theGrave ſhall hear his Voice and come forth; tho'| ing 
| our Bleſſed Saviour tells us, Mat. 24. That neither | but 
Men, nor Angels knows when the time ſhall be, | wil 
yet he aſſures us, that the time is a coming, Acts wb 
17.31. We ſee there that God hath appointed a | de- 
Day, wherein he will Judge the World. And this | a 
appointed time is a drawing nearer and nearer | Fr 
do we not ſee how Days and Nights wheel about | as 
apace, yea, fo faſt is the time of the general Re- | yo 
ſurrection coming on, ſo many times as the Sun has |. of 
wheel'd round the World fince the Creation, fo | co 
many rounds is the Thread wound off, and ſtiliit 4 an 
| keeps winding off, and it will not be long e er it f a/ 
be all woundoff; it is now near 1705 Years fince Jer 
dur Lord Chriſt aſcended up into Heaven; the An- | 
gels ſaid unto the Men of Nazareth, That this fame | 
\ Jeſus ſhall ſo come again, as you have ſeen him go | L 
into Heaven, AFs 1, And the time ever ſince has || cc 
been drawing nearer and nearer; and the time || tt 
no certainly*cannot be long, but that our Lord | C 
Jeſus Chriſt will eome in the Clouds, and then the I F 
Trumpet will ſounds, and the Dead ſhall be raiſed, 1“. 
Land both Quick and Bead muſt make their gene- 
Appearance NF 7-1. Firſh, 
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Firſt, Here is a Uſe of Reproof to ſiſuch as 
' of ftake Liberty to run on in Sin, putting far from 
it them the Evil Day. And becauſe the Lord ſeem-- - 4 
ur-Jeth to delay his coming, therefore their Hearts 
ind are ſet in them to do Evil. There were ſome in 
lo the Apoſtle: Days, and I fear there are many-ſuch 1 
de- Iin theſe our Days, that walk after their own Luſt, 
land ſaying, Where is the Promiſe of his Coming? 
ere For * the Fathers fell aſleep, all things continue 
en as they were from the beginning of the Creation, | 
th] 2 Pet. 3. 34. But the Apoſtle tells them, Ver, 89. 
vel] That the Lord is not (lack concerning his Promiſe, -- 
re as ſome Men count Slackneſs, but is Long-ſuffer- |} 
o ing towards us, not willing that any ſhould periſh : -- 
er | but the Day of the Lord, whenever it comes, 
Ve, | will come as a Thief in the Night, Yer/e 10 And 
Fs | when Men ſhall ſay, Peace and Safety, then'ſud- * 
a | denly cometh De ſtruction upon them, as Travel upon 
is | a Woman with Child, and they ſhall nct eſcape, My 
Friends, pray have a Care; for though you think 
It | as the Lord delayeth his coming, and thereupon 
you take Liberty to your ſelves to fulfil the Deſire 
3s | of the Fleſh, yet take you heed leſt the Lord 
o | come in a Day when you lock not for him, and in 
it an Hour when you are not aware of; aud cut you | 
t aſunder, and appoint your Portion among the po- 
e | erites, there ſhall be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, | 
- | Mat. 24.50, $51. on RY. 
2. A Uſeof Exhoxtation: If it be ſo, that the | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt will certainly come, andAſhortly 


then how ſhould we live here with all Care and 
Circumſpection, that we may be found of him in 
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, «bow to be Holy in al manner, Carver ſation, , 
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come, and we muſt all be preſented before him, 


Peace, Blameleſs and without Sprx 3 How /hould W 
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HSoalineſs; loobing for, and haſtning unto the comingly\is 
f the Day of Goa? 2 Pet, 3.11, 12. Let this be Jof t. 
fſtrong Motive to move all Chriſtians to Duty and Bou 
Obedience, and to Perſeverance therein; let thq love. 
Mord of S. James be as a Spur to prick you uff sent 
| to be ſtedfatt, and to hold out in the Work of bort 
+ the Lord, Jam. 5.8. Be patient therefore, Brethren god 
| eſtabliſh your Hearts, % the coming of the Lori ly f 
 etrawethnigh. And let me exhort all in the Wordg aga 
of our Saviour, Mark 13. 33. Watch you therefore] laſt 
Vor you know not when the Time is : And what I ſaff thy 
unto you, I ſay unto all, Watch. And in the Word Lec 
of the Apoltle, Heb. 10. 25. Exhorting one ano anc 
1 ther fo much the more, as you ſee the Day approach An 
N 1 OR Dai 
And farther to encourage us in Well-doing, and} Na 
to be the more diligent, to rebuke, to exhort, to] Ne 
perſwade, and encourage one another in Well! pre 
doing, let us conſider, That we muſt all one Day m. 
meet together, to be the Acquitters, or elſe the to; 
Condemners of one another; tho Death comes at 
and takes away a Wife from a Husband, and a w. 
Husband from a Wife; tho it takes away Parents th 
from their Children, and Children from their Pa W 
tents; tho Death comes and makes a Breach, ag jo 
| mong Relations, Netghbours, and Families, „ P. 
let us conſider, that the Day of the ReſurreCtion| ti 
will come, and then we ſhall all meet together ot 


Again, and then we ſhall not only ſee and kao II 


I - , Apoſile tells us, that the Saints ſhall, Judge 
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one another; but we ſhall alſo be ahle to converſd ti 
one with another : But, oh! what a dreadful Meet 
ing we ſhall then have, if we ſhall be forced to be 
the Condemndes of one another at that Day; th 
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"this be, when godly Parents ſhall be Condemnerz 
de of their own Children, the Fruit of their wn 
and Bowels, thoſe whom they once delighted in, and 
th loved moſt dearly'; now, to pronounce Chriſt's 
up Sentence againſt them, becauſe they were ſtub- 5 
* Of born, and wilful, and would not hearken to their 
en godly Counſels and Admonitions ; I tay, for god- 
rely Parents to exalt and applaud Chryſt's Sentence 
rd againſt them, when they are condemned to ever- 
TA laſting Fire: Oh! how dreadfuÞwillthis be: And 
thus for Children to condemn their own Patents, 
rag becauſe they let them alone in their evil Courſes, 
and would not correct them, nor reprove them. 
A And for Husbands and Wives to be the Condem- 
nation of one another. Oh, how ſad will cis de! 
na Nay, confider farther, that Relation, Families, | 
to] Neighbours, and Acquaintance, which ſpend their 
ll precious Time together in Feaſting, Drinking, Ga- 
24 ming, and other kind of looſe Living, muft meer 
the together, and be the Condemners of one another 
nei at the laſt Day. Oh, what a dreadful Meeting 
| a] will this be! But, on the other hand, conſider, 
nts chat all thoſe Parents and Children, Husbands ane 
?a4 Wives, Families, and Relations, which would nor 
ein with the Wicked, but ſpent: their Time in 
ye Praying together, and for one another, in Exhor- 
on! ting, Inſtructing, Reproving, and Encouraging 
ie one another: Oh, what a joyful Meeting theſe - 
WI ſhall have at the Reſurrection! Now Death many _ 
riq times makes a ſad Breach among Families and 
et Relations; a Wife (he laments for the Loſs of her 
4 Husband; he laments for the loſs of his Wife; the 
Children ſometimes do grieve, becauſe they have i 
lost ea loving Father, or a dear Mother; and than 
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